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1. Statutory Requirenment CFPA Section 2105(2) and
2107(B) (2) . o vt
2. Recommendation............. .. . ...

1. | NTRCDUCTI ON

A Introduction : The National O ganic Standards Board (NOSB)
has prepared this conprehensive docunent to present the areas of
agriculture which pertain to crop production. The docunent gives
a brief overview of the statutory requirenments and descri bes the
st andar ds approved for recommendation to the Secretary of

Agricul ture June 1-4, 1994.

B. Definitions :

(1) Oganic Foods Production Act of 1990 (CFPA) Section 2103

Bot ani cal Pesti ci des : The term "bot ani cal pesticides" neans
natural pesticides derived fromplants.

Certified Oganic Farm : The term"certified organic farmi neans
a farm or portion of a farm or site where agricultural products
or livestock are produced, that is certified by the certifying
agent under this title as utilizing a systemof organic farm ng
as described by this title.

Qop Year : The term"crop year" neans the nornmal grow ng season
for a crop as determned by the
Secretary.

Oganic Plan: The term"organic plan" means a plan of nmanagenent
of an organic farmng or handling operation that has been agreed
to by the producer or handler and the certifying agent and that
includes witten plans concerning all aspects of agricultural
production or handling described in this title including crop
rotati on and other practices as required under this title.

Oganically Produced : The term"organically produced’ neans an
agricultural product that is produced and handl ed i n accordance
with this title.

Pesticide: The term"pesticide" neans any substance whi ch al one,
in chemcal conbination, or in any formulation with one or nore
substances, is defined as a pesticide in the Federal Insecticide,
Fungi ci de, and Rodenticide Act (7 U S.C 136 et seq.)

Producer : The term"producer"” means a person who engages in the
busi ness of grow ng or producing food or feed.
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Secretary: The term"Secretary" nmeans the Secretary of
Agricul ture.

State Oganic Certification Program : The term"State organic
certification progranmi neans a programthat neets the
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requi renents of section 2107, is approved by the Secretary, and
that is designed to ensure that a product that is sold or I|abeled
as "organically produced" under this title is produced and
handl ed usi ng organi ¢ net hods.

Synthetic: The term"synthetic" nmeans a substance that is

formul ated or manufactured by a chem cal process or by a process
that chemcally changes a substance extracted fromnaturally
occurring plant, animal, or mneral sources, except that such
termshall not apply to substances created by naturally occurring
bi ol ogi cal processes.

(2) National Oganic Standards Board Definition Reconmendati ons

Drift: The term"drift" means the physical novenent of

prohi bited pesticide or fertilizer droplets or granules fromthe
intended target site onto a certified organic field or farm or
portion thereof.

M sapplication : The term"m sapplicati on" nmeans the accidenta
direct application of a prohibited pesticide or fertilizer to a
certified organic field or farm or portion thereof, by a person
who is not the certified organic producer or a person working
under the direction of the certified organi c producer.
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2. CRCP PRCDUCTI ON STANDARDS

A.  PESTI CI DE AND FERTI LI ZER DRI FT AND M SAPPLI CATI ON PCLI CY

1. Statutory Requirement Section 2105(2): [To be sold or |abeled
as an organically produced agriculture product under this
title, an agricultural product shall] (2) except as otherw se
provided in this title and excluding |ivestock, not be
produced on [ and to which any prohibited substances, including
synthetic chem cals, have been applied during the 3 years
i mredi ately preceding the harvest of the agricultural

products.
2. Senate Agriculture Report: "On occasion, organic farners,
al though follow ng the strict standards in this bill, may

produce products with m ni mumresi dues due to inadvertent

envi ronnmental contamnation such as drift froma nei ghboring
farm" "The (Senate Agricultural) Commttee does not intend
to prohibit mninmal residue contamnation that does not result
frompractices used by the organic farmng operation.”
(Reference: U S. Senate Commttee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry, Report 101-357, July 6, 1990, page 300.)

COMMENTARY

An understanding of the legislative intent of the O ganic Foods
Production Act with respect to pesticide and fertilizer drift onto
certified organic farns can be found in the Senate Agricul tural
Commttee Report. "On occasion, organic farners, al t hough
following the strict standards in this bill (enphasis added), may
produce products wth m ni mum resi dues due to inadvertent
environnental contamnation such as drift froma nei ghboring farm™
"The (Senate Agricultural) Commttee does not intend to prohibit
mninmal residue contamnation that does not result from practices
used by the organic farmng operation (enphasis added).

(Reference: U S Senate Commttee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry, Report 101-357, July 6, 1990, page 300).

The National O ganic Standards Board has recei ved many comments
fromthe public on the subject of pesticide drift onto organic
farns. In addition, discussion and debate of the drift issue at
the May 1993 NCSB neeting clearly indicated that the majority of
NOSBB nmenbers think that pesticide drift incidents shoul d be handl ed
in the same manner as the NOSB Draft Recommendati on for gover nment
enmer gency pest eradication prograns.

Recogni zi ng the inportance of striking a bal ance between neeting
the consuner's expectation that organic food has not been subjected
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to drift and protecting organi c producers from unreasonabl e

penal ties caused by drift or msapplication incidents which are
beyond the organic producer's control, the NOSB nakes the fol |l ow ng
recomendat i on.

RECOVIVENDATI ON

The National Organic Standards (NOSB) requests that the Secretary
recomrend to Congress that certified organi c producers who i ncur
crop | osses and/or nmarket |osses caused by pesticide or fertilizer
drift or msapplication be eligible for reinbursenents from Federa
crop disaster prograns or Federal crop insurance prograns for al
damages and expenses incurred. Such eligibility should only apply
in situations where the drift incident or msapplication occurs as
the result of actions of a person who is not the certified organic
producer or a person working under the direction of the certified
organi ¢ producer.

. Definitions of Drift and M sapplication

A For the purpose of the GFPA, "drift" neans the physica
novenent of prohibited pesticides or fertilizers fromthe intended
target site onto a certified organic field or farm or portion

t hereof , caused by a person who is not the certified organic
producer or a person working under the direction of the certified
organi ¢ producer.

B. For the purpose of the CGFPA, "m sapplication" nmeans the
accidental direct application of a prohibited pesticide or
fertilizer to a certified organic field or farm or portion
thereof, by a person who is not the certified organic producer or a
per son wor ki ng under the direction of the certified organic

pr oducer.

. Agricultural Products Subjected to Drift or Msapplication

Agricultural products, including livestock feed crops and
pasturage, that are exposed to drift or msapplication with a
prohi bited pesticide or fertilizer shall not be sold or |abeled as
organically produced or fed to certified organic |ivestock.

A Requirenments of the Certified O ganic Producer
1. As adrift prevention nmeasure, certified organic producers mnust

give notification to all adjacent property owners and to their
appropriate public officials informng themof the boundaries of
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the organic farmng operation and of any possibl e financial
responsibility should any drift or m sapplication incident occur.
It is reconmended that this notification be in witing in order to
facilitate any potential |egal clains on behalf of the certified
organi ¢ producer.

2. In cases where physical and/or visual evidence indicate that
agricultural products have been subjected to drift or

m sapplication with a prohibited substance, the certified organic
producer shall:

a. notify the certifying agent and the appropriate public
officials within 48 hours of discovery.

b. not sell or label as organically produced or feed to
certified organic livestock the agricultural products
subjected to drift or msapplication.

B. Requirenments of the Certifying Agent and/or State Oficial

1. Woon receiving notification (froma certified organic producer,
an organic farminspector, a certifying agent, a State or County
Cficial, or a menber of the public) that an agricul tural product
has been subjected to drift or msapplication with a prohibited
substance on a certified organic farm the certifying agent shal
work with the appropriate public officials to do the foll ow ng:

a. determne if adrift or msapplication incident
has actually occurred and, if so, investigate the
i nci dent ;

b. attenpt to identify the prohibited substance that
has drifted onto or been msapplied to the certified
organi ¢ farm

c. identify and mark the portion of the organic field
exposed to drift or msapplication and assure that
agricultural products growing in this area of the
field are not sold or |abeled as organically produced
or fed to certified organic |ivestock;

d. conduct, if necessary, pre-harvest residue testing
to verify the extent of the drift of msapplication

i nci dent; and

e. determne the portion, if any, of the field that
was not subjected to drift or msapplication and

cropsbfr. 894 7



182
183
184
185

186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198

199

200
201
202
203
204
205

206

207
208
209
210

211
212
213
214
215
216

217
218
219
220
221
222

determne if agricultural products growing in this
area of the field can be sold or |abeled as
organically produced or fed to certified organic
|'i vest ock.

I11. Agricultural Products Gown In The 3 Year Period
| medi ately Following A Dift O Msapplication
| nci dent

Agricultural products grown in the 3 year period i mredi ately foll ow ng
adrift or msapplication incident nmay be exenpted fromthe requirenent
in 8§ 2105(2) [8§ 6504(2)] which requires agricultural products sold or

| abel ed as organically produced to be produced on | and that has not had
pr ohi bi ted substances applied during the 3 years inmredi ately precedi ng
harvest of the agricultural products. The exception shall be
determned by the certifying agent subject to the follow ng
requirenents:

A Requirements of the Certified O ganic Producer

The certified organic producer shall not, w thout the approval of
the certifying agent, sell or |abel as organically produced or
feed to certified organic |ivestock, any agricultural products
grown on the portion of a certified organic farmthat was
subjected to drift or msapplication in the 3 year period

imredi ately following the drift or msapplication incident.

B. Requirenments of the Certifying Agent and/or State Oficial

The certifying agent and/or State (ficial shall determne using

pre-harvest residue testing, if deened necessary, if agricultural
products can be sold or |abeled as organically produced or fed to
certified organic livestock that are:

1. produced on the portion of a certified organic
farmthat was previously subjected to drift or
m sappl i cati on; and

2. not directly exposed to drift or msapplication
during the current crop grow ng season

In the case of drift or msapplication onto pastures or forage that
cannot be cut for hay or otherw se renoved, organic |ivestock shal

not be all owed access to the pasture or forage for the renmai nder of

that pasture season. For continuous season pasture systens, th e
determnation of the w thhol ding period shall be at the disc retion of
the certifying agent.

cropsbfr. 894 8
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B. SMALL FARVER EXEMPTI ON

STATUTCRY PROVI SI ONS

U S. Oganic Foods Production Act of 1990, Section 2106 (d): “Snall
Far mer Exenption.--Subsection (a)(1)* shall not apply to persons
who sell no nore than $5,000 annually in val ue of agricultural
products.”

*Subsection (a)(1): “In general.--On or after Cctober 1, 1993--
(A) a person nay sell or label an agricultural product as
organical ly produced only if such product is produced and handl ed
in accordance with this title; and

(B) no person may affix a label to, or provide other market

i nformation concerning, an agricultural product if such | abel or
information inplies, directly or indirectly, that such product is
produced and handl ed usi ng organi c net hods, except in accordance
with this title.”

RECOVIVENDATI ON

Persons who sell no nore than $5,000 annually in val ue of
agricultural products and sell or |label a portion or all of such
agricultural products as organically produced or handl ed are
exenpted fromcertification by an USDA-accredited agency but are
required to produce and handl e organi c products in accordance wth
t he production and handling standards provided for in the CFPA

The exenpted person shall denonstrate conpliance with the GFPA by
the inplenentation of the foll ow ng neasures:

(1) Signature on a conpleted Declaration form which attests to a
t hor ough know edge of the provisions of the CFPA and to the
producti on and handl i ng of organic products according to the CFPA.
(2) The devel opnent of an Organic Farmand/or Handling Plan, in
accordance with the requirenents of the CGFPA

(3) The establishnment of record-keeping adequate to trace an
organi ¢ product from production site through to sale for
consunption. Records nust be kept for five years.

(4) The provisions of public access to the above docunents.

Exenpted Smal| Farnmers who denonstrate conpliance with the CFPA
shall be able to market non-certified organic products fromtheir
farns directly to consuners at direct sales outlets. Exanples of
direct sales outlets include roadsi de stands, farm nmarkets, and
consuner subscription prograns (Community Supported Agricul ture).
Exenpted Small Farmers who wish to nmarket directly to retail
outlets may do so by providing copies of the Declaration formto
the individual retail outlet. 1In no instance shall non-certified

cropsbfr. 894 10
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organi ¢ products be marketed through exporters, whol esal ers,

brokers, processors, or retail chai n warehouses.

Furthernore, an exenpt farmer nay not sel
product as “certified organic”

accredited certifying agency.

The exenpted Snal |

Smal | Farmer Declaration format the place of sale.
no nmandatory filing requirenments for the above snall

or | abel

Farmer and/or retail outlet may display the

Ther e shal |
f ar ner

an agricul tural
unl ess certified by an USDA-

be

exenption provisions. Al required information nust be on file and
avai | abl e on the premses of the exenpted farnmer.

The above provi si ons shal
fromissuing additiona

Exenpt i on.

SVALL FARMVER EXEMPTI ON FROM USDA CERTI FI CATI ON PROGRAM

Far mer

not be construed as precluding a State
regul ations regardi ng the Small

ANNUAL DECLARATI ON CF

1. | declare that | sell no nore than $5,000 annually in al

agricultural products and that all agricultura
sell as organically produced or handl ed are produced and handl ed in

accordance with the Organi c Foods Production Act of 1990 (CFPA).

products that

2. | declare that:
a. | have read and understand the regul ati ons regarding
production and handling of organic products to the CFPA;
b. | have devel oped an organi c farmand/ or handl i ng
plan in accordance with the requirenents of the GCFPA
C. | have records tracing the organic production from

production site to sale; and

d. | will provide reasonabl e public access to the above
docunent s.
3. | decl are under penalty of perjury under the |laws of the

United States of Arerica that the foregoing is true and correct.

EXECUTED t hi s

cropsbfr. 894
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C. RESI DUE TESTI NG

COMMENTARY

A Summary of Existing Law Rel ated to Pestici de Residues

Pesticide residues on food and feed are regul ated by the Federal

| nsecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) (7 USC 138) and
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosnetic Act (FFDCA) (21 USC 321). A
pesticide tol erance (established by EPA under the FFDCA) is the
amount of a pesticide residue that legally nay be present in or on
a raw agricultural commodity or a processed food (40 CFR Chapter 1,
8 177.3). Under the FFDCA, food or feed containing a pesticide
residue in excess of the EPA tol erance or containing a pesticide
resi due for which no tolerance exists for that food or feed is
adul terated and cannot be sold. Under the FFDCA, the FDA is
responsi bl e for enforcing pesticide tol erances.

Sone pesticides (e.g., DDT, aldrin, dieldrin) have had their

regi strations cancel ed and tol erances revoked by the EPA but
continue to persist in the environnment and nay occur as unavoi dabl e
residues in food or feed. Because their EPA tol erances have been
revoked, FDA established "action |evels" for these pesticides to be
used for enforcenent. In establishing the FDA action |evel for
each pesticide, the agency: 1) used its pesticide residue
nmonitoring data to determne residue |evels that could not be

avoi ded by farmers and food processors using good grow ng or

manuf acturing practices; and 2) took into account its analytical
ability to detect and neasure the anount of the unavoi dabl e
pesticide residue in a food or feed. The FDA action levels are
substantially Iower than the original EPA tol erances for these
pesticides. (Reference: Federal Register , Vol. 55, No. 74,

4/ 17/ 90)

B. Summary of the OFPA and Legi sl ative Intent

There are six specific references to residue testing in the CFPA.
8§ 2112(a) requires the Secretary, State official, and certifying
agent to utilize a "systemof residue testing" to assist in
enforcenent. 8§ 2107(a)(6) requires "periodic residue testing" by
certifying agents to determne if organic food contains pesticide
resi dues, other non-organic residues, or natural toxicants. 8§
2112(b) states that the Secretary, State official, or certifying
agent may require pre-harvest residue testing of any crop grown on
soi | suspected of harboring contamnants. § 2112(c)(1) requires an
investigation to be conducted by the Secretary, State official, or
the certifying agent if it is determned that an organic crop or
product contains any "detectable" (enphasis added) pesticide

cropsbfr. 894 13
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resi due, non-organic residue, or prohibited natural substance
residue. 8 2112 (c)(2) states that food may not be sold as organic
if it contains residues at levels that are greater than

"unavoi dabl e residual environnmental contam nation.” § 2119(k)(5)
requires the NOSB to advise the Secretary concerning testing of
organi cal |y produced products for residues caused by "unavoi dabl e
resi dual environnmental contamnation."

The Report of the Commttee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry, US Senate, to Acconpany S. 2830 (Report 101-357) provides
assi stance in understanding the legislative intent of the CFPA

The report has an entire section devoted to residue testing (pp.
299- 301) whi ch contains considerabl e di scussion of the subject.

C Maxi mum Al | owabl e Pesti ci de Residue for O ganic Food

Because residue testing is mandated by the CFPA, a maxi mum
pesticide residue | evel nust be established as a standard for
organi ¢ food. But the OFPA does not establish such a residue
level. The NOSB has devoted considerable tine inits attenpt to
devel op a pesticide residue standard that is reasonable, practical,
affordabl e, consistent with consuner interests, and consistent with
the OFPA.  Three options have been considered and debated: 1) a
zero residue standard which may be inplied by the term "unavoi dabl e
resi dual environmental contamnation” in 8 2112(c)(2) of the OFPA;
2) a 100% of EPA pesticide tol erance standard which is the same
standard applied to conventional food; and 3) a percentage (5% or
10% of EPA pesticide tol erance standard which is used by sone
State organic | ans, some certification agents, and specifically
recommended in the Senate Commttee Report.

The NOBB bel i eves that a zero residue standard for organic food
woul d be inpractical, expensive, and difficult to achieve (it is

i npossible to prove a negative - particularly when residue testing
| evel s of detection are |owered each tine the anal ytical technol ogy
inmproves). A zero residue standard would force organic farners to
bear the expense and consequences of pesticide use by conventiona
farnmers. Wile 8§ 2112(c)(3) of the OFPA nay appear to set a zero
resi due standard, careful study of the Senate Commttee Report
reveals that the legislative intent was not to set a zero residue
standard. The Senate Commttee Report states: 1) "H storically,
"organi c" has been a production claimand not a residue-free
content claim" 2) "On occasion, organic farnmers, although
following the strict standards in this bill, may produce products
with mninumresi dues due to i nadvertent environmnental

contam nation such as drift froma neighboring farm" 3) "Second,
resi due testing bridges the concept that organically produced food
is defined by the manner in which such food was produced and the
wi dely held concept that organically produced food has f ewer

cropsbfr. 894 14
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(enphasi s added) residues." 4) "The Commttee has been asked to
provi de gui dance regardi ng the neani ng of 'unavoi dabl e resi dual
environnental contamnation." The Commttee does not intend to
prohibit mninmal residue (enphasis added) contamnation that does
not result frompractices used by the organic farmng operation.”
5) "The Committee does not intend, however, that a | evel greater
than 10% of the EPA |l evel or that zero percent of tol erance be
approved by the Secretary. The desire is to |eave the Secretary
the discretion to set residue |evels sonewhere between 1% and 10%
of the EPA levels.” and 6) "Finally, as a result of the Coomttee's
debate as to the nerits of various |evels of acceptable residues of
prohibited materials for organic food, the Conmttee deci ded that
the NOSB () woul d be the nost know edgeabl e on this subject and
thus the Commttee intends that the NOSB shall advise the Secretary
concerning appropriate residue |levels and testing nethods for
organi ¢ products.” Furthernore, 8 2119(k)(5) requires the NCSB to
advi se the Secretary concerning the testing of organic food for
resi dues caused by "unavoi dabl e resi dual environnent al
contamnation.” This inplies that the meaning of "unavoi dabl e

resi dual environmental contamnation"” nust be determned by the
Secretary and, therefore, is not predetermned to nean zero

resi due.

The NOSB bel i eves that a residue standard of 100% of EPA tol erance
IS unacceptable. The organic comunity, consumer groups, and

envi ronnmental groups are general ly opposed to such a standard for
organi ¢ food as wel .

Because a zero residue standard and a 100% of EPA tol erance
standard are bot h unacceptable, the NOSB is proposing that the
residue level for organic food be set at 5% of EPA tol erance. For
t he purposes of the CFPA, "unavoi dabl e resi dual environnenta
contam nation" shall nmean no nore than 5% of the EPA tol erance.

In proposing this residue standard, the NOBB re-enphasi zes that the
resi due standard does not define organic food (organic is a
production claim not a residue-free claim. Rather, the residue
standard serves as a tool (nmandated by the OFPA) to assi st USDA,
State organic prograns, and private certification agents in
assuring conpliance with the CFPA by organi ¢ producers and

handl ers. Neverthel ess, the NOSB recogni zes that the residue
standard being considered is central to maintaini ng consuner
confidence in the entire organic system Wth this responsibility
in mnd, the NOSB believes the proposed residue standard is
consistent with the GFPA, with the legislative intent, and with
several existing State organic laws. In addition, the proposed
residue standard will well serve consumer interest by adequately
bal anci ng food safety concerns with the practical limtations of
produci ng organic food in farm communiti es where pestici des have
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been used and will continue to be used in the future.

RECOVIVENDATI ON

1. Pesti ci de Residue Level for Organic Food and Feed

Agricultural products sold or |abeled as organic shall not contain
pesticide residues in excess of the FDA action |level or 5%of the
EPA tolerance. |If, for a specific pesticide, detection at 5% of
the EPA tolerance is not technically feasible, the pesticide
residue level shall be the |owest |evel of detection attainable for
that pesticide. In such situations, the certifying agent shal
survey the regionally avail abl e accredited | aboratories and sel ect
the | aboratory with the anal ytical procedures capable of detecting
the lowest |evel for the pesticide.

For the purposes of the Federal O ganic Foods Production Act,
"unavoi dabl e resi dual envi ronmental contam nation" shall nean no
nmore than the FDA action | evel or 5% of the EPA tol erance.

No State shall be permtted to | ower the pesticide residue |evel
for organically produced agricultural products bel ow the FDA action
| evel or 1% of the EPA tol erance.

The pesticide residue |l evel for organic food and feed shall be
reviewed annual ly by the National O ganic Standards Board. Such
revi ew shall include consideration of the effects of inprovenents
in residue testing technol ogy and changes i n EPA tol erances.

2. System of Residue Testing - CFPA 88 2112(a), 2107(a)(6)

A Nat i onal

The Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of Health and Hunman
Services shall enter into an agreenent that directs FDA to include
a relative percentage (not |ess than 1% of organic raw
agricultural comodity sanpl es and organical ly processed product
sanpl es as part of its Regulatory Mnitoring programfor pesticide
residues. Results obtained fromorganic produce and organically
processed products shall be conpiled in a separate annual report
submtted to USDA

If a pesticide residue or residue of another prohibited substance
is found on an organic raw agricultural commodity or an organically
processed product by the FDA Regul atory Monitoring program FDA
shall imrediately notify the Secretary, the applicable governing
State official, and the applicable certifying agent of the finding
SO an investigation can be conducted under 8§ 2112(c)(1) of the Act.
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B. State

For those States that conduct pesticide residue nonitoring
prograns, the Secretary of Agriculture and the applicabl e governing
State official shall enter into an agreenent that directs the State
to include a relative percentage (not |ess than 1% of organic raw
agricultural commodity sanpl es and organical |y processed product
sanpl es as part of the State pesticide residue nonitoring program
Resul ts obtai ned fromorgani c produce and organi cally processed
product sanples shall be conpiled in a separate annual report
submtted to USDA

If a pesticide residue or residue of another prohibited substance
is found on an organic raw agricultural commodity or an organically
processed product by a State pesticide residue nonitoring program
the State shall imediately notify the Secretary, the State
governing official, and the applicable certifying agent of the
finding so an investigation can be conducted under § 2112(c)(1) of
the Act.

C Local - Periodic Residue Testing Program- 8 2107(a)(6)

The certifying agent shall devel op and inpl ement a system for
evaluating the potential for agricultural products produced on
certified organic farns or by certified organic handlers to contain
resi dues of pesticides or other prohibited substances. Such

eval uation shall include an assessnent of the potential for

resi dues on organic products resulting fromresidues in soil,
residues inirrigation water or rainfall, drift, State or Federal
energency spray prograns, and intentional application of prohibited
subst ances by the grower or handl er.

The certifying agent shall conduct periodic residue testing of
agricultural products to be sold as organic in the follow ng
si tuations:

1. I n cases of pesticide drift.

2. When farmor handling facility inspection | eads to

suspi ci on of residue problens.
The certifying agent nmay conduct periodic residue testing of
agricultural products to be sold as organic in situations such as
the fol |l ow ng:

1. Suspi cion that the soil harbors contam nants.
2. Suspicion that irrigation water or rainfall contains

3. During the 36 nonth period i mmediately follow ng
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treatment of a certified organic farmby a State or Federal
enmer gency spray program

4. In response to witten conplaints.

5. To follow up on positive residue testing results from
Federal, State, or |ocal governnent testing.

If a pesticide residue or residue of another prohibited substance

is found on an organic raw agricultural commodity or an organically
processed product by a certifying agent, the certifying agent shal
imredi ately notify the Secretary and the State governing official

of the finding so an investigation can be conducted under §

2112(c) (1) of the Act. Strict confidentiality will be maintained
by all parties notified of a drift incident or msapplication

during the investigation
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D. ALLOMNCE FOR A "SPLI T OPERATI ON"

STATUTCRY REQU REMENT

Section 2107(b)(1)(A), (B), and (O:

D scretionary Requirenents:

(1) provide for the certification of an entire farmor handling
operation or specific fields of a farmor parts of a handling operation
if -

(A) inthe case of a farmor field, the area to be certified has

di stinct, defined boundaries and buffer zones separating the | and bei ng
operated through the use of organic nmethods fromland that is not being
operated through the use of such net hods;

(B) the operators of such farmor handling operation naintain records of
all organic operations separate fromrecords relating to ot her
operations and nmake such records available at all times for inspection
by the Secretary, the certifying agent, and the governing State
official; and

(© appropriate physical facilities, machinery, and nmanagenment practices
are established to prevent the possibility of a mxing of organic and
nonor gani ¢ products or a penetration of prohibited chemcals or other
substances on the certified area.

COMMENTARY

The process of conversion froma conventional farmng operation to
an operation that relies solely on organic production methods is
based on the producer's assessnment of the agronomc, economc, and
envi ronnment al benefits of organic agriculture as well as on the
producer's personal philosophy. The fact that sonme farners decide
to mai ntain conventional production nmethods in sone areas of their
farns while enpl oying organic nmethods in other areas pronpts

phi | osophi cal debate over the producer's coomtnent to "organic"
and practical debate over the inplications for organic
certification. The debates over such "split operations" have been
carried out at the local, national, and international |evels for
many years.

Those pronoting a required 100% conversi on to organic production
nmet hods offer the follow ng argunents. The extent to which a
farmng operation has been or is being converted to organic
production is an indication of the producer's commtnent to the
organi ¢ phil osophy to some. Qhers believe split operations are
difficult or inpossible to certify because the risks of
contamnation or fraud are too high and an unbroken chai n of
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custody is possible only within an all organi c managenent system
It is also pointed out that sone certification organizations in
this country and in Europe now require a gradual conversion of
participating farns to a totally organic operati on.

Those pronoting an all owance for split operations offer the
followi ng argunments: Real commtnent to an organic systemw ||
flow fromthe actual success of a producer and shoul d not be
mandat ed by the governnment. Sonetines the economcs of an
operation will prohibit a producer fromfully acting on the

comm tnent they mght have to the organi c philosophy. |In addition,
it is argued that nmandatory whol e farm conversion di scourages entry
| evel organic production and may force a premature comm tnment from
growers who are eval uating the agronom c and econom c inpacts of
the organic transition of their farms. Wile split operations
present a significant challenge to certifiers, the real issue is
the ability of the farm managenment systemto nmaintain the organic
integrity of organic fields and crops.

The NOBB bel i eves that the O gani ¢ Foods Production Act of 1990
(CGFPA) neither requires nor inplies a commtnent fromthe producer
to conpl ete conversion of the farmto organic producti on nethods.
The OFPA states in the definitions (8 2103(4)) that the term
"certified organic farm may refer to a "portion of the farm"™ §
2107(b) (1) (A, (B), and (O states that the "program established
under this title may provide for the certification of an entire
farm . . or specific fields of a farm" The NOSB recogni zes the
chal l enges that certifying a split operation presents, but again
bel i eves that the CFPA addresses this challenge. Under

8§ 2107(b) (1), restrictions on farns with split operations are
clearly identified, setting forth requirenents for boundari es and
buffer zones, separate record-keeping, neasures for preventing co-
mngling of product in handling and processing, and neasures for
preventing "a penetration” of substances used under conventi onal
farmng practices into "the certified area.” The NOSB w shes to
acknowl edge that significant challenges |ie ahead for certifying
agents whose task is to verify conpliance on split operations. It
can be especially difficult in split livestock operations where the
mobi lity of animals presents increased risks and may require
increased scrutiny. In order to address this issue over tine, and
t o encourage conversion to 100% organi ¢ production, the Conmmttees
wll amend the Organic Farm Plan to i nclude a section which
requests that producers describe their current efforts and existing
obst acl es toward conversi on.

RECOVIVENDATI ON

In a farmng operation where both organic and non-organic fields,
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612 crops, and livestock are managed, the tine table and | evel of
613 transition to organic production is at the discretion of the
614 producer. The producer nust be in full conpliance with §
615 2107(b) (1) (A, (B), and (O of the OFPA of 1990. Cganic
616 certification should be determned solely on the basis of the
617 farms conpliance with the GFPA
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E. PLANTI NG STOCK POLI Cl ES

STATUTORY REQU REMENTS FCOR SEED, SEEDLI NG5,
AND PLANTI NG STOCK

CFPA § 2109 : "For a farmto be certified under this title,
producers on such farmshall not apply materials to, or engage in,
practices on seeds or seedlings that are contrary to, or

i nconsi stent with, the applicable organic certification program"”

TRANSPLANTS
CFPA §8 2109(c)(3) : "For a farmto be certified under this title,
producers on such farmshall not . . . use transplants that are

treated with any synthetic or prohibited naterials."

RECOVIVENDATI ON

I n addendumto the statutory requirenments, the NCSB proposes the
fol | owi ng standards:

Definitions

Commercially Available : The determ nation of commerci al
availability shall be at the discretion of the certifying agent and
entail the follow ng good faith efforts docunented in witing by
the producer: (a) the good faith efforts nade to | ocate or devel op
a source of organic transplants or untreated seed; and (b) progress
nmade over the previous year to elimnate non-organic transplants or
untreated seed.

Annual Transpl ants

Recommendation : Al annual transplants utilized in a certified
organic farmng operation shall be organically grown in accordance
with the Organic Foods Production Act of 1990 (CFPA), with the
followi ng exception: |If organically grown transplants are
destroyed by frost, flood, or other natural disaster, resulting in
non-availability of organically grow transplants for replanting,
the use of non-organic transplants nmay be permtted. Determnation
of disaster status and organic transplant availability shall be
determned by the certifying agency.

Perenni al Transpl ants

Recommendation : (One year of organi c managenent is required prior
to harvest fromperennial plant naterial which is not produced from
organi ¢ stock.
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Commentary : The term"perennial transplant,” for the purposes of

t he above standard, identifies tree fruits, grapes, and snall
fruits of genus Rubus, R bes, and Vacci nium including transpl anted
mat ure bearing stock. In general, the NOSB consi ders perennia

pl anting stock fromany source to be "organically produced" after
one year of organi c nmanagenent. Al though there is sonme organically
produced stock currently avail able, there are not enough of al
varieties of all crops yet available to require perennial trees and
vi nes be organically produced.

Speci fic Transpl ant St andards

The types of transplants described specifically bel ow are plants
propagat ed vegetatively, by neans of division, specialized organs,
such as bul bs or corns, layering, cuttings, and tissue culture to
reproduce an individual plant wthout genetic change.

In all situations where availability of organic planting stock is
an issue, the NOSB urges organic producers to persistently request
that organic stock and transpl ant growers research and devel op
organi ¢ propagati on.

Aspar agus
Recommendation : (One year of organi c managenent is required prior

to the harvest of spears from asparagus crowns that were not
organi cal | y produced.

Commentary : Asparagus is a perennial plant. Drect field seeding
of asparagus is practiced by few growers. Mst asparagus plants
are started by planting one year old crowns. Typically, the crowns
are grown in a nursery in early spring. The follow ng spring, the
plants are dug, separated, and replanted in pernanent beds.
Harvesting of asparagus spears usually begins the third spring from
pl anti ng.

Grlic
Recommendation : Grlic cloves utilized for the propagation of
garlic plants shall be organically produced, with the follow ng
exception: if the producer can docunent to the satisfaction of a

USDA accredited certifying agency that organic garlic cloves are
not commercially available, non-organic garlic cloves shall be
permtted.

Coommentary : @Garlic is vegetatively propagated through the cloves.
Grlic seed is rarely produced.
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i on
Recommendation : Onion sets, top sets, and nultipliers utilized in
a certified organic farmng operati on shall be organically
produced, with the follow ng exception: if the producer can

docunent to the satisfaction of a USDA accredited certifyi ng agency
that organic onion sets, top sets, or multipliers are not
commercially avail abl e, non-organi c stock shall be permtted.

Commentary : Al though the common field onion is propagated directly
fromseed, other varieties of the same species are propagated
asexual ly, by 1) sets; 2) top sets; or 3) multipliers. Sets are
smal | onions halted in devel opment by being grown very thickly from
seed and ripened off early in the season. Wen planted the
follow ng spring, they resune their growh and produce nature bul bs
earlier than direct seeded onions of the sane variety. Top set
onions are little bulbuls that appear on the flower cluster in the
pl ace of flowers and are handled in the sane way as sets.
Miltipliers or "potato onions": are a formin which the bulb
divides into separable parts and each part is planted the follow ng

spring.

Rhubar b

Recommendation : (One year of organi c managenent is required prior
to harvest fromrhubarb roots that were not organically produced.

Commentary : Rhubarb is a perennial plant, usually propagated by
division of the fleshy roots, snmall pieces of which will grow if
separated fromthe old established roots and planted in rich soil.
Planting is typically in the spring.

Seed Pot at oes

Recommendation : Seed potatoes utilized for the propagation of
organic potato plants shall be organically produced, with the
foll owi ng exception: if the producer can docunent to the

satisfaction of a USDA accredited certifying agency that organic
seed potatoes are not commercially avail able, non-organic seed
pot at oes, including those treated with synthetic post-harvest
fungi ci des, shall be permtted.

Commentary : Potatoes are vegetatively propagated through the
tubers, commonly known as "seed potatoes” within the trade. To the
know edge of the NOSB, sources of potatoes produced organically for
seed are scarce, particularly because of the strict phytosanitary
requi renents of various State seed certification prograns which
encour age post - harvest use of fungicide and ot her prohibited
materials prior to storage.
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Strawberri es

Recommendation : Strawberry crowns utilized in a certified organic
farmng operation shall be organically produced, with the follow ng
exception: If the producer can docunent to the satisfaction of a
USDA accredited certifying agency that organi c strawberry crowns
are not commercially avail able, non-organic strawberry crowns,

i ncluding those treated post-harvest wth prohibited substances,
shal | be al |l owed.

Commentary : Strawberry plants are typically propagated by the
formation of new plants called "crowns" that are fornmed on runners,
and are abundantly produced during the grow ng season. Conmerci al
strawberry producers usually set nursery-grown plants. Al though
strawberries are perennial plants, in California and nost southern
States, strawberries are planted in the fall and wll produce their
first crop the follow ng spring, about six nmonths from planting.

To the know edge of the NOSB, organically produced strawberry
crowns are not commercially available, particularly because in many
areas they nust be certified disease-free by county or State order
whi ch necessitates fum gation.

Sweet Pot at oes

Recommendation : Sweet potato slips and vine cuttings nust be
organi cal ly produced. "Seed" tubers may be obtained from non-
organi ¢ sources and post-harvest treatnent with synthetic
fungicides is allowed if the producer can docunent to the
satisfaction of a USDA accredited certifying agency that
organi cal |y produced seed tubers are not commercially avail abl e.
Such tubers nust have been grown w thout the application of
pesticides prohibited by the National List to the plant or soil.

Commentary : Propagati on of sweet potatoes is asexual, using
transplants or vine cuttings. Transplants are called "slips," and
arise from"seed" tubers placed in either heated or unheated beds
and covered by about 2 inches of sterilized sand. Two or three
pul lings of slips are often practiced. 1In areas of |ong grow ng
seasons, after early plantings are established with transplants,
later plantings may be established with vine cuttings obtai ned by
cutting eight to ten inches of tips of growing vines. This

i nvol ves consi derabl e | abor and tends to reduce yields of the

nmot her pl antings, but has the advantages of requiring | ess seed
stock and reduci ng danger of spreadi ng di seases and pests.

TREATED SEEDS
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CFPA § 2118(c)(1)(B)(i) : "The National List may provide for the
use of substances in an organic farmng or handling operation that

are otherw se prohibited under this title only if . . . the
substance . . . is used in production and contains an active
synthetic ingredient in the follow ng categories: . . . treated
seeds . "

As an addendumto the statutory requirenents, the NCSB proposes the
fol | owi ng standards:

Recommendation : Seed treated w th substances prohibited by CFPA
are prohibited, with the exception of seed treated with synthetic
fungi ci des appearing on the National List. The requirenents
appearing in the section addressing commercial availability nust be
fully satisfied. Pelletized seed is allowed unless it contains

pr ohi bi t ed subst ances. Pl astic polyner pelletization of seed
shal|l be prohibited. Seed originating fromreconbi nant DNA

t echnol ogy shall al so be prohibited.

Commentary : Synthetically treated seeds have been historically
exenpted for use in organi c production and are exenpted in the
CFPA. It is the understanding of the NOSB that fungicide treatnent
plays a critical role in germnation and establishnment of certain
seeded crops planted into heavy, wet, cold soils. Furthernore, to
t he know edge of the NOBB, treated seed nmay be the only seed
commercially available for certain crop varieties. Wile some work
is being done to find alternatives to chemcal treatnent of seed by
treating wth naturally occurring substances, this research has not
yet resulted in practical alternatives to chemcal seed treatnents.
The NOBB strongly supports the efforts of seed conpanies to offer
untreated seed and the efforts of researchers to devel op
organi cal |y acceptabl e seed treatnents.

Seed for Sprouts

Recommendation : Seed utilized for the production of edible sprouts
shall be organically produced.
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F. ORGANI C FARM PLAN

STATUTCRY REQU REMENTS

"The term'certified organic farmi neans a farmor portion of a farm
or site where agricultural products or |ivestock are produced, that is
certified by the certifying agent under this title as utilizing a system
of organic farmng as described by this title." (CFPA § 2114(a))

"The term ' organic plan' nmeans a plan of managenent of an
organic farmng or handling operation that has been agreed to by
t he producer or handler and the certifying agent and i ncl udes
witten plans concerning all aspects of agricultural production or
handl i ng described in this title including crop rotation and ot her
practices as required under this title." [Qganic Foods Production
Act of 1990 (CFPA) 8§ 2103] "A producer or handl er seeking
certification under this title shall submt an organic plan to the
certifying agent and the State organic certification program (if
applicable), and such plan shall be reviewed by the certifying
agent who shall determne if such plan nmeets the requirenents of
the prograns.” (CFPA § 2114)

RECOVIVENDATI ON

The purpose of the Oganic FarmPl an is twofold; to assist the
producer and to assist the certifying agent. For the producer, the
O ganic Farm Pl an provides a flexible, useful, and affordabl e tool
for devel opi ng an ecol ogi cal |y sound resource nanagenent system on
her/his farm The process of devel oping the O ganic Farm Pl an
all ows the producer to plan and eval uate farm nmanagenent practices
and nake tangi bl e inprovenents in the farmng operation. For the
certifying agent, the Organic Farm Pl an provi des essentia
information for assessing the producer's conpliance with the GFPA

The Oganic FarmP an is a witten docunent that describes how

the organic farmis managed. It is witten by the producer, agreed
to by the certifying agent, and nust be updated annually to refl ect
changes and i nprovenents in farm managenent . The actual format may

be incorporated into the docunments which the certifying agent uses
in their yearly application/renewal process or as a part of their
annual farminspection. The follow ng conponents, presented bel ow
in questionnaire form nust be included if they are relevant to the
oper ati on.

The Organic Farm Pl an nust address the key el ements of organic
crop production: soil and crop nanagenent, resource nanagemnent,
crop protection, and maintaining organic integrity through grow ng,
harvesting, and post-harvest operations. Were |ivestock are
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included in the overall operation of the Gganic Farmfor the

pur pose of nmarketing and | abeling organic |ivestock and |ivestock
products, the Organic Farm Pl an nust address the key el enents of
organi ¢ |livestock production: nmanure managenent; |ivestock health,
care, and breeding practices; aninmal sources; feed sources; feed
conti ngency plans for shortages and energenci es; mnaintenance of
organic feed integrity fromfield to feeding; housing and |iving
conditions; record keepi ng; handling practices; pasture and grazing
| and managenent; ecosystem oversight to reduce the environmnental

i npact of aninmal production practices; and, if applicable,
appropriate details for ensuring integrity of organic aninmals on a
split operation.

Not all conponents of the Grops or Livestock questionnaires
presented below w Il apply to all farns. Producers nust decide
whi ch conponents are relevant to their operations and include them
in their individual organic farm plans.

CGganic farmng is not nerely a list of acceptable and
prohibited materials. It is a managenent-intensive technol ogy
desi gned to achieve a balance in the agricultural and |ivestock
systemsimlar to that found in natural systens. Such a bal ance
produces healthy soils and high quality crops and |ivestock. A
commtnent to long-termsoil inprovenent or nmaintenance at a high
fertility level should be reflected in the Oganic FarmPlan. The
enphasi s should be on building up organic natter in the soi
t hrough green manuring and/or applications of conposted naterials
with conplenmentary application of rock mnerals. Wile certain
soluble soil fertilizing materials and foliar applications are not
prohi bited, they nust be used as an adjunct to a | ong-term approach
to soil fertility and/or for specific short-term needs.

The grower will provide adequate maps of all parcels farmned
under his or her control, with 3-year histories of all parcels, as
part of their certification application.

The inclusion of livestock in a total farmorgani c nanagenent
systemcontributes significantly to closed nutrient recycling
through the utilization of forages on fields with rotati ona
seedi ngs and through the production of nutrient-rich nmanure.

Persons raising |ivestock organically nmust be coomtted to
provi ding positive health managenent practices and the utilization
of organically produced feeds for nutrient and mneral needs in
order to produce progressively stronger aninals and elimnate a
dependency on and use of veterinary nedications. The aninal's
spati al environment nust be nmanaged so as to avoid popul ation
densities that may |l ead to stress and di sease probl ens.
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ORGANI C FARM PLAN QUESTI ONNAI RE
( YEAR) ( CERTI FYI NG AGENT)

Pr oducer Narmre
Far m Nane
Addr ess
Phone/ (f ax)

l . O op Managenent

A Describe the general crop rotation for your annual crops.
Expl ain any particul ar managenent strategies in the rotati on and
list which fields are following this rotation. List fields that
are not following this rotation and comrent on their status.
Comment on any trends you are seeing and nention any changes you
may make in your rotations because of these trends.

B. Descri be the general nanagenent plan for your perennial crops.
List which fields are following this plan. List fields that are
not follow ng this plan and comment on their status. GComrent on
any trends you are seeing and nention any changes you rmay nmake in
your plans because of these trends.

C (ANNUAL CRCPS) Descri be seedling production, including

pl anting media ingredients or source of seeds and seedl i ngs.
Comment on any trends you are seeing and nention any changes you
may nmake in your managenent because of these trends.

D. (FOR CPERATI ONS THAT DO NOT FI'T I NTO THE ABOVE, |.E
MUSHROOVB, SPROUTS, MAPLE SYRUP, ETC.) Describe your basic crop
managenent schene and strategy. Comment on any trends you are
seeing and nention any changes you nay nake in your nanagemnent
because of these trends.

1. Soil and Resource Managenent

A Describe your tillage programand any steps taken to contro
soil erosion. Comment on any trends you are seeing and nention any
changes you may nake in your managenent because of these trends.
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B. List all resources used to build or maintain soil fertility.
| ndi cate quantity used, how used, and source of all bul k organic
matter, including green manures. Conment on any trends you are
seei ng using these resources and nention any changes you nay mnake
i n your managenent because of these trends.

C List all uses of manure in the operation and di scuss how
manure is handled within the guidelines in the CFPA. Descri be uses
of raw manure on green nanure crops, perennial crops, or other
crops not for human consunption. Wen raw nanure is applied to
crops for human consunption, verify that applications are made no

| ess than 60 days before harvest. Describe nanagenent steps to
assure that manure application does not contribute to nitrate or
bacterial contamnation of water. Include description of on-farm
conposting where applicabl e and/ or docunent of f- farm conpost
ingredients. Comment on any trends you are seeing using nmanure and
nmention any changes you may nake in your nmanagenent because of

t hese trends.

D. List all other inputs used in crop production for nutrients or
growth pronotion (include all mcrobial inoculate, foliar feeds,
etc.). Itemze all use of fertilizing materials with high salt
content, such as sodiumnitrate and potassi umchl oride, and explain
how salt buildup in soil is prevented. GComrent on any trends you
are seeing using these inputs and nention any changes you nay mnake
in your managenent because of these trends.

E Descri be your water source and managenent of it. Coment on
any trends you are seeing in the quality of your water source and
results of any irrigation program and/ or noi sture nmanagenent
program Mention any changes you rmay make in your nanagenent
because of these trends.

F. Descri be use of soil, water, and plant tissue testing as
managenent tools on your farm Comment on any trends you are
seeing in the results obtained fromsoil, water, and plant tissue
testing and nention any changes you may nake in your nanagenent
because of these trends.

[11. Pest Managenent
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A Li st pest managenent strategi es and pest control materials
used to prevent or nanage insect, disease, nenmatode, weeds, and
vertebrate pest problens. Comment on any trends you are seeing as
aresult of the use of these materials and strategi es and nention
any changes you nmay nmake in your nanagenent because of these

trends.

V. Maintaining Organic Integrity

A Identify potential sources of contam nation by prohibited
subst ances and stages of production where co-mngling of organic
crops and conventional crops could occur. Describe |and use on the
borders of the organic fields on your farm |If conventional

farm ng operations exist near the borders of the organic fields of
your farm describe strategies used (notification, buffer zones,
etc.) to mnimze the potential for contamnation by prohibited
substances on the organic fields of your farm |If a split
operation, describe your systemfor avoiding potenti al

contam nati on of prohibited substances used on the conventi onal
portion of your farm Describe how your crops are handl ed after
harvest to prevent contam nation or mxing of organic and non-
organi ¢ products. Mention how your precautionary steps have been
working as well as any changes you nmay be consi deri ng.

B. Describe the farnmis record-keeping systemand illustrate the
ability to preserve the organic identity of farm products through
t he mai nt enance of an unbroken chai n of custody.

V. Managenent of WIld G ops

A Identify the area fromwhich the wild crop will be gathered or
harvested. Include a three-year history of the managenent of the
area, listing all nmaterials applied to the area and date of
application. GComrent on any trends you are seeing and nmention any
changes you may nmake because of these trends.

B. Describe plan for the harvesting or gathering of the wild
crops that assures such harvesting or gathering will not be
destructive to the environnent and will sustain the growh and
production of the wild crop. GComrent on any trends you are seeing
as a result of this plan and nention any changes you may nake in
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your nmanagenent because of these trends.

C Answer Section IV Part A as it applies to the wild crop in
question. Comrent on any trends you are seeing as a result of these
precauti onary neasures and nention any changes you nay nake because
of these trends.

G EMERGENCY SPRAY EXCEPTI ON
STATUTORY REVI EW

Section 2105(2): To Be Sold O Labeled As An O ganically Produced
Agricultural Product Under This Title, An Agricultural Product Shall -
(2) . . . Not Be Produced On Land To Wii ch Any
Prohi bi ted Substances, |ncluding Synthetic
Chemcal s, Have Been Applied During The 3 Years
| medi atel y Preceding The Harvest O The
Agricul tural Product.

Section 2107(B)(2)
D scretionary requirenents: an organic certification programestablished
under this title may -

(2) provide for reasonable exenptions fromspecific requirenents of thi
title (except the provisions of sect ion 2112) with respect to agricultura
products produced on certified organic farns if such farns are subject to
a Federal or State energency pest or di sease program

Emer gency Spray Exception:
Report O The Conmttee On Agriculture, Nutrition, And
Forestry - United States Senate

Exenpti ons For Energency Pest O D sease Treat nent

The Secretary may provide for reasonabl e exenptions fromspecific
requirenents of this legislation with respect to agricultural products
produced on organically certified farns if such farns are subject to
Federal or State energency pest or disease treatnment prograns.

RECOVIVENDATI ON

The exenption for organic farns neans that such farns shall not | ose
certification and shall be permtted to continue |abeling food produced
on such farns as "organically produced.” The one exception to this is
inregard to residue testing - the products of such farns nust stil

nmeet whatever residue requirenents are set by the Secretary for al
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organi cal ly produced food. The NOSB recommends to the Secretary that in
t hose areas where energency pest or disease treatment occurs additional
resi due testing be undertaken to ensure that food products neet the
standards set forth under this title.

l. Mtigation of Danages to Producers Oreated by Emergency Pest
Er adi cati on Prograns

The Secretary shall instruct local, State, and Federal agencies
responsi bl e for conducting energency pest eradication prograns to
take all possible steps to avoid treatnent of certified organic
farns with prohibited substances when such farns are subjected to
enmer gency pest eradication prograns. Agencies responsible for
conducti ng emergency pest eradication prograns shall be encouraged
to use non-chem cal pest control nethods and/ or substances all owed
under this title for use on certified organic farns when conducti ng
enmer gency pest eradication prograns on such farns.

Il. Conpensation for Danages to Producers O eated by Emergency
Pest Eradi cation Prograns

The Secretary shall work with local, State, and Federal agencies
responsi bl e for conducting energency pest eradication prograns to
devel op a system of conpensation for all danages resulting fromthe
treatnment of a certified organic farm or portion thereof, with a
prohi bi ted substance used in any energency pest eradication
program The producer shall be conpensated by the responsible
governnent agency for all crop | osses and narket | osses caused by
the treatnent of the certified organic farmw th a prohibited

subst ance used in an energency pest eradication program

I1l. Emergency Spray Exception

Pursuant to the discretionary authority granted the Secretary under
§ 2107(b)(2) [8 6506(b)(2)], the followi ng exception to the
National Organic Standards that appear in 8§ 2105(2) [§ 6504(2)] is
pr oposed:

Any certified organic farmor portion of a certified organic farm
that is:

1. treated wth a prohibited substance; and

2. such treatnent is the direct result of an intentiona
| ocal, State or Federal energency pest eradication
pr ogr am

shal | be excepted fromthe requirement in 8§ 2105(2) [§ 6504(2)]

whi ch requires agricultural products sold or |abeled as organically
produced to be produced on | and that has not had prohibited

subst ances applied during the three years i medi ately preceding the
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harvest of the agricultural products.
V. Agricultural Products Receiving D rect Energency Spray

Any agricul tural products, including |ivestock, feed crops and
pasturage, that are:

1. produced on a certified organic farm
2. exposed to a prohibited substance; and

3. such exposure is the direct result of an intentiona
|ocal, State or Federal energency pest eradication program

shall not be sold or |abeled as organically produced or fed to
organi c |ivestock.

V. Requi renents for the Producer

In situations where a certified organic farm or portion thereof,
is exposed to a prohibited substance as a direct result of an
intentional State or Federal emnergency pest eradication program
the certified producer shall:

1. Notify the accredited certifying agent that a Federal or
State energency pest eradi cati on program has caused a materi al
prohi bited by the Organi c Foods Production Act to be applied
tothe certified farm Notification shall occur within 48
hours of discovery.

VI. Requirenments for Certifying Agents

In situations where a certified organic farm or portion thereof,
is exposed to a prohibited substance as a direct result of an
intentional local, State or Federal energency pest eradication
program the certifying agent shall:

1. Determne the prohibited substance or substances used by
the governnent in the enmergency pest eradication program

2. Notify the certified organic producer that al

agricultural products that received a direct exposure to the
prohi bi ted substance (or substances) used in the emergency
pest eradication programshall not be sold or |abeled as
organically produced or fed to organic livestock. In the case
of pasturage that cannot be cut for hay or otherw se renoved,
organic livestock shall not be allowed access to the pasture
for the renainder of that pasture season. For continuously
grow ng pasture systens, the determnation of the w thhol ding
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period shall be at the discretion of the certifying agent;
and

3. Determne how residue testing wll be used to ascertain if
agricultural products can be sold or |abeled as organically
produced or fed to organic |ivestock that:

a) did not receive a direct exposure to the prohibited
substance used in the emergency pest eradi cation program
and

b) are harvested or used for pasturage within the three
year period imrediately foll ow ng exposure of the
certified organic farmw th the prohibited substance.

Such agricultural products and pasturage having pesticide residues
that exceed the FDA action level or 5% of the EPA tol erance for any
prohi bited pesticide shall not be sold or |abeled as organically
produced or fed to organic |ivestock.
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PART | | NTRCDUCTI ON
A PURPOSE
This conprehensive docunent contains the recomrended organi C

I ivest ock production standards being prepared by the Livestoc k
Commttee and the National Oganic Standards Board (NOSB) fo r
recomrendation to the Secretary of Agriculture, USDA

B. DEFI NI TI ONS

THE FOLLOW NG TERVS AND DEFI NI TI ONS ARE A WORKI NG VOCABULARY FOR
THE LI VESTOCK COW TTEE AND HAVE NOT BEEN FORMALLY ACCEPTED FOR
RECOVMENDATI ON TO THE SECRETARY.

Statutory Definitions
Section 2103 of the CFPA

Bot ani cal Pesti ci des. The term "botanical pesticides" nean s
natural pesticides derived fromplants.

Certified Oganic Farm The t erm"certified organic farm neans a
farm or portion of a farm or site where agricultural products or
livestock are produced, that is certified by the certifying agent
under [the OFPA] as utilizing a system of organic farmng a S
descri bed by [the CFPA].

Li vest ock. The term "livestock”" neans any cattle, sheep, goats :
sw ne, poultry, equine aninals used for food or in the production

of food, fish used for food, wld or donesticated gane, or othe r
nonplant life.

[7)]

Synt heti c. The term "synthetic" neans a substance that i
formul ated or manufactured by a chemcal process or by a proces S
that chemcally changes a substance extracted from natural
occurring plant, aninmal, or m neral sources, except that such term
shall not apply to substances created by naturally occurring

bi ol ogi cal processes.

In addition to these statutory definitions, the Livestock Co mmttee
proposes that the follow ng definitions be established

Audit Trail. The term "audit trail" neans a verifiable record -
keepi ng systemwhi ch enables t he organic product to be traced from

final stage back to origin and includes a docunentation of al I
inputs used in production for the purpose of organic certifi cation.

Br eeder Stock. Femal e parent of organic |ivestock.
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Commer ci al |y Avail abl e. [ i nconpl et e]

Concentrat e. The term"concentrate" nmeans a feed used wth anot her
feed to inprove the nutritiona | value of the ration. Cenerally, a
concentrate is a feed grain with a greater protein or energ y
content than roughage.

Drylot. Paved or unpaved encl osure, devoid of vegetation.

Farm ng Qperati on. The term "farmng operation"” mnmeans a singl e
farm site located in isolation from other farm sites under th e
owner shi p or nmanagenent of the producer. [Draft]

Feed. The term"feed" nmeans edible naterials which are cons urmed by
I vestock. Feed may be concentrates (grains) or roughages (hay :
si l age, fodder). The term "feed" enconpasses all agricultura I
comodi ties, including pasture, ingested by Ilivestock fo r
nutritional purposes.

Feed Suppl enent. The term"feed suppl ement” neans a fee d
used with another feed to inprove the nutritive bal ance
or performance of the total ration and i ntended to be:
(1) Dluted with other feeds when fed to |ivestock;
(2) Ofered free choice with other parts of the ration
if separately available; or
(3) Further diluted and m xed to produce a conpl ete feed.

Feed Additive. The term "feed additive" nmeans a substance o r
conbi nation of substances added to feed in mcro quantities t o]
fulfill a specific need, i.e. nutrients in the formof amno aci ds,

mnerals, and vitam ns.

For age. The term "forage" neans vegetable material in a fresh :
dried, or ensiled state (pasture, hay or silage) which is fed t o]
|'i vest ock.

| nputs. [inconpl ete]

Manur e Ref eedi ng. The intenti onal addition of manure or |ivestock
litter to the ration.

Qganic. An adjective to define |livestock certifiable accor ding to
t he recommended st andar ds.

Organi ¢ Production Methods. Fed 100% organic feed and unde r
organi ¢ met hods as defined by the recommended standards.

Organi cal |l y-Rai sed . Fed 100% organic feed and under organi C
producti on nethods as defined by the recommended standards.
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Ration. The term"ration" mea ns the daily anount of feed supplied
to an aninal.

Bal anced Rati on. The term "bal anced ration" means
aration that provides an aninal the prope r
amounts and proportions of al | t he require d
nutrients.

Routi ne Use. The term"routine use" nmeans the schedul ed reg ul ar or
periodi c adm ni strati on of managenent practices or application of

i ngredi ents such as feed suppl enents, parasiticides, or medi cations
to livestock rations or production practices.

Roughage. The term "roughage" neans any coarse, rough food fo r
l'ivestock, such as hay, silage, fodder, browse, or pasture.

Species. The term"species" means a group of |ivestock with conmon
attributes and designated by a common nane; subset of genus.

Subt her apeuti c. The term "subtherapeutic" neans |owleve |
admni stration of nedications, such as antibiotics, to the rations

of aninmals to prevent the deve |opnent of disease in those ani nals,
even when synptons of such conditions may not be evident.

Syst em c. The term "systemc" neans absorbed and distribute d
throughout the body with the potential for affecting nultipl e
bodi |y systens.

Topi cal . The term"topi cal" means superficial or external
Toxic. The term"toxic" means any natural or synthetic substance
to which livestock are exposed that may be harnful or poi sonous

"Toxic" effects are largely determned by dosage (anmount o f
exposure) and individual sensitivity.
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PART |1 ORGANI C LI VESTOCK PRODUCTI ON STANDARDS

NATI ONAL ORGANI C STANDARDS BOARD
FlI NAL RECOMVENDATI ON

Adopted on June 2, 1994 in Santa Fe, New Mxi co.

LI VESTOCK SOURCES
GENERAL

(1) Livestock which do not neet the standards for organic
livestock shall not contam nate organic |livestock remaining in the
farmng operation with substances prohibited by the National List.

(2) Livestock and/or the products of |ivestock which do not neet
the standards for organic livestock shall be diverted to the
conventi onal market when sol d.

(3) The USDA accredited certifying agents shall include a section
in the Organic Farm Pl an which requests that producers describe
their current efforts and existing obstacles toward conversion.

(4) Breeder stock, day-old poultry stock, and replacenent dairy
stock shall be obtained from organic sources, wth the foll ow ng
excepti on:

Non-organic stock shall be permtted to be
purchased if the producer can docunent to the
satisfaction of a USDA accredited certifying
agent that organically raised stock of
acceptable quality and genetic potential is
not commercially avail abl e.

BREEDER STOCK
(1) Only slaughter stock that are progeny of fenmal e breeder stock
under organi c production nethods fromthe last third of gestation
or longer shall be considered organic.

(2) Purchased breeder stock shall be under organic production
met hods from such tinme such stock is brought onto a certified
organic farm If such breeder stock is eventually sold for
sl aughter, it will not be considered organic unless it neets the
requi renents for slaughter stock.**

** (Organi c breeder stock may receive an application of synthetic
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antibiotic in the event of a healthcare energency. In such
instance, the progeny nmay be sold or |abeled as organically
produced provided that the application to the breeder stock does
not occur in the last third of gestation or while nursing the
progeny, and the application is prescribed by a |icensed
veterinari an. The organic breeder stock, having received an
application of synthetic antibiotics, is not disqualified from
having its future progeny sold or | abeled as organic.

(3) Breeder stock born on the organic farmshall be under organic
production methods frombirth.

(4) Artificial insemnation is allowed.

SLAUGHTER STOCK

Sl aughter stock shall be born to organic breeder stock and be
rai sed under organic production nethods.

POULTRY STOCK

All poultry from which neat or eggs wll be sold as
organically produced shall be raised under organic production
nmet hods from one day ol d.

DAl RY STOCK

Repl acenent dairy stock nmust be fed certified organic feeds
and rai sed under organi c managenent practices fromthe tinme such
stock is brought onto a certified organic farm and for not |ess
than the 12 nonth period imredi ately prior to the sale of mlk and
m | k products from such stock

lvstkbfr.894 6
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NATI ONAL ORGANI C STANDARDS BOARD
FI NAL BOARD RECOMVENDATI ON

Adopted on June 2, 1994 in Santa Fe, New Mexico
LI VESTOCK FEED STANDARD

Al certified organically produced |ivestock shall be fed
certified organically produced feeds and feed suppl enents.

1. Feed supplenents fed to livestock directly or as a
supplenment to feed rations shall be certified organically
pr oduced.

2. Pasture | and upon which |ivestock are grazed or pastured
shall be certified, and the Organic Livestock Plan shal
cont ai n managenent neasures designed to maxim ze soi
fertility and rangel and health as determ ned by the
certifying agent.

Feed additives fed to livestock shall neet the foll ow ng
requirenents:

1. Natural feed additives shall be from any source, provided
the additive is not classified as a Prohi bited Natural on
the National List;

2. Synthetic feed additives shall be materials which are
classified as All owed Synthetics on the National List.

The Organic Livestock Plan shall include a contingency plan
for obtaining certified organic feed froma secondary
sour ce.

In the event of a feed availability enmergency, non-organic
feed may be fed to certified organically produced |ivestock
on an extrenely limted basis, provided that the certifying
agent is imediately notified of the energency and
establishes a maxi mumtinme period during which the non-
organic feed may be used. Efforts to |locate feed which has
been produced w thout use of prohibited substances shall be
docunent ed.

1. Feed availability enmergency is a tenporary and

unf or eseeabl e shortage of certified organic |ivestock feed
due to energency conditions beyond the producer's control.
This energency nust be verified by the certification agent
using consistent criteria to ensure uniform exceptions.

Ivstkbfr.894 7



218 2. In the case of such energency, the producer shall nake

219 every reasonable effort and maintain a record of every such
220 effort to |locate organically grown feed, using the follow ng
221 prioritization:

222 a. Certified Organi c Feed

223 b. Non-certified Organic Feed

224 C. Feed from farnms under organi c nanagenent for 2

225 years

226 d. Feed from farnms under organi c managenent for 1

227 year

228 e. Conventi onal Feed.

lvstkbfr.894 8



229 NATI ONAL ORGANI C STANDARDS BOARD

230 FI NAL BOARD RECOVIVENDATI ON

231 Adopted on June 2, 1994 in Santa Fe, New Mexico
232 ORGANI C LI VESTOCK HEALTHCARE, RECCORD- KEEPI NG,
233 & TRANSPORTATI ON PRACTI CES

234 Statutory Requirenents

235 The follow ng practices are prohibited under Section 2110(d) (1)
236 of the OFPA:

237 (1) Use of "subtherapeutic doses of antibiotics";

238 (2) Use of "synthetic internal parasiticides on a routine

239 basi s";

240 (3) Admnistration of "nedication, other than vaccinations, in
241 t he absence of illness”

242 Section 2110(d)(2) sets forth the responsibility of the Board to

243 "recomrend to the Secretary standards in addition to those in
244 [ Section 2110(D)(1)] for the care of |ivestock to ensure that
245 such livestock is organically produced.™

246 Gven the authority set forth under Section 2110(d)(2), the NOSB
247 proposes that the follow ng standards be established:

248 (1) Livestock which are treated with or fed prohibited materials
249 for heal thcare purposes shall not contam nate organic |ivestock
250 remaining in the farmng operation. Use of prohibited materials
251 on individual livestock shall not result in a change of status
252 for the remaining organic |ivestock.

253 (2) The action of a producer to withhold treatnent to maintain
254 the organic status of an individual |ivestock ani mal which

255 results in the otherw se avoidable suffering or death of the

256 ani mal shall be grounds for decertification.

257 (3) A production environnment which limts |livestock stress and
258 pronotes |ivestock health shall be provided; it must include the
259 foll ow ng factors:

260 (a) access to shade, shelter, fresh air, and daylight

261 suitable to the species, the stage of production, the

262 climate, and the environnent;

263 (b) appropriate clean and dry beddi ng, appropriate to the
264 husbandry system provided that if the bedding is typically
265 consuned by the animal species, the certifying agency shal
266 make an express determ nation that the feed standard set
267 forth in these regulations is not violated.

268 (c) a housing design which provides for:
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(1) nat ural mai ntenance, confort behaviors,
and the opportunity to exercise;
(1i) tenperature |level, ventilation, and air
circulation suitable to the species; and
(ti1) the reduction of potential for livestock injury.
(d) a proper manure nanagenent systemto reduce di sease and
parasite recycling and which also optim zes nutrient
recycling and m nim zes soil and water degradati on.

(4) Livestock confinenent standards to be devel oped | ater.

RECORDKEEPI NG FOR ORGANI C LI VESTOCK PRODUCERS

1. ANl MAL SOURCE AND LI FE CYCLE RECORDS

Statutory Requirenents
Section 2110(f)(1) sets forth the requirenent that producers nust
"maintain a detailed, verifiable audit trail so that each ani na
(or in the case of poultry, each flock) can be traced back to
[the] farm"
In addition to statutory requirenents, the NOSB proposes that the

foll owi ng standards be establi shed:

(1) An identification systemnust ensure the identity of organic
I i vest ock.

(2) Each slaughter animal/poultry flock/fish |ot nust be

traceabl e through the life-cycle.

(3) A producer shall docunment all |ivestock sales and purchases.

2. HEAL THCARE RECORDS

Statutory Requirenents
Section 2110(f)(2)(A) sets forth the requirenent that producers
must "keep accurate records" pertaining to "anpunts and sources
of all nedications adm nistered" to "each animal (or in the case
of poultry, each flock."

In addition to statutory requirenents, the NOSB proposes that the

foll ow ng standards be established:
(1) Producers must docunment the rationale for use of al
synthetic health care inputs appearing on the National List.

3. FEED, FEED SUPPLEMENT, AND FEED ADDI TI VE RECORDS

Statutory Requirenents
Section 2110(f)(2)(B) sets forth the requirenent that producers
must "keep accurate records" pertaining to all feeds and feed
suppl enments bought and fed" for and to "each animal" (or in the
case of poultry, each flock).
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The NCSB proposes no standards in addition to the above statutory
requirenents.

TRANSPORTATI ON

In addition to statutory requirenents, the NOSB Livestock
Conmittee proposes that the foll owi ng standards be establi shed:

(1) Audit trail nmust remain verifiable throughout

transportation.

(2) Contam nation by prohibited materials shall not occur during
transport.
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NATI ONAL ORGANI C STANDARDS BOARD
Fl NAL RECOMVENDATI ON

Adopted on June 4, 1994 in Santa Fe, New Mxi co.
THE USE OF ANTI BI OTI CS I N ORGANI C LI VESTOCK PRODUCTI ON

Antibiotic Use in Organi c Sl aught er St ock

The use or application of antibiotics as nedication or
growt h pronoters in organically produced slaughter |ivestock that
is labeled or sold as organically produced, is prohibited.

Shoul d an anti biotic be adm nistered for whatever reason, to
ot herwi se organically produced Iivestock, that |ivestock and any
products derived therefromshall not be | abeled or sold as
organi cal | y produced.

Antibiotic Use in O ganic Breeder Stock

The use or application of antibiotics as nedication or
grow h pronoters in animals |abeled or sold as organic breeder
stock, the progeny of which is intended to be | abeled or sold as
organi cally produced, is restricted.

Organi c breeder stock may receive application of antibiotic
in the event of a healthcare energency. In such instance, the
progeny may be sold or |abeled as organically produced provided
that the application to the breeder stock does not occur in the
last third of gestation or while nursing the progeny, and the
application is prescribed by a licensed veterinarian. The
organi ¢ breeder stock, having received an application of
antibiotics, is not disqualified fromhaving its future progeny
sold or | abel ed as organic.

Antibiotic Use in Organic Dairy Stock

The use or application of antibiotics as nedication or
grow h pronoters in dairy animals, whose mlk or ml|k products
are intended to be | abeled or sold as organically produced, is
restricted.

Shoul d an anti biotic be adm nistered for whatever reason to
ot herwi se organically produced dairy stock, mlk or mlk products
derived fromthat dairy stock may not be sold or |abeled as
organi cally produced for 90 days follow ng the date of
application or use and furthernore nust satisfy all five
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355 conditions listed in the addendumto the recommendati on on the
356 use of antibiotics in organic |ivestock production. This policy
357 to be reevaluated in two years.
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ADDENDUM TO THE RECOMMENDATI ON ON
THE USE OF ANTIBIOTICS I N ORGANI C LI VESTOCK PRODUCTI ON

1. Oganic farners and ranchers shall practice preventative health
mai nt enance through quarantine for incomng stock, sound nutrition,
good breeding practices, proper sanitation and manure nanagenent,
appropriate vaccination prograns for the region, reduction of
ani mal stress, well managed pastures and other sound health
managenent practices.

2. Any use or application of antibiotics in organically produced
livestock will be the last resort after all appropriate organic
managenent practices have been utilized and docunented in the Farm
Pl an. Antibiotics should only be used for nedical energencies
requiring treatment and where effective alternative treatnent are
not yet available, in order to save an animal's life, to prevent
unnecessary suffering, and to restore the aninmal to full health.

3. Any use or application of antibiotics in organically produced
livestock is restricted to those substances which have been
reviewed by the technical advisory panel according to the criteria
and process required under the Act, placed on a National List by
specific use, application and/or species, and approved by the
Secretary of Agriculture. Any use or application of antibiotics
in organically produced |ivestock shall occur within the context of
a valid veterinarian client patient relationship as defined by the
Food and Drug Adm nistration Conpliance Policy Guide #7125. 06.

4. Any use or application of antibiotics in organically produced
livestock will require a witten justification for each use during
the annual farm plan review and an eval uation of practices in place
in order to elimnate the need for antibiotic use in the future.

5. I f used, antibiotic treatnments nust be subject to record
keepi ng and observation of strict wthdrawal periods. Any treated
animal nmust be individually identifiable during the drug w thdrawal

peri od. Subt herapeutic or routine use of any antibiotics and
adm nistration of any antibiotics in the absence of illness is
prohi bi t ed.
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NATI ONAL ORGANI C STANDARDS BOARD
Fl NAL RECOMVENDATI ON

Adopted on June 4, 1994 in Santa Fe, New Mexico

THE USE OF SYNTHETI C PARASI TI CI DES | N ORGANI C LI VESTOCK
PRODUCTI ON

SYNTHETI C PARASI TI1 CI DE USE | N ORGANI C SLAUGHTER STOCK

The use or application of synthetic parasiticides in
organi cal ly produced sl aughter stock that is |abeled or sold as
organi cally produced is prohibited.

Shoul d a synthetic parasiticide be adm nistered for whatever
reason to otherw se organically produced |ivestock, that
I ivestock and any products derived therefromshall not be |abel ed
or sold as organically produced.

SYNTHETI C PARASI T1 Gl DE USE | N ORGANI C BREEDER STOCK

The use and application of synthetic parasiticides in
livestock | abel ed or sold as organic breeder stock, the progeny
of which is intended to be | abeled or sold as organically
produced, is restricted.

Organically produced breeder stock may receive application
of synthetic parasiticides in the event of a healthcare
emer gency; such an exception for use of synthetic parasiticides
shall not be construed as allowance for routine application. The
progeny of the treated breeder stock may be sold or |abeled as
organi cal ly produced provided the application does not occur in
the last third of gestation or during lactation, and provided the
need for the application has been verified by a |Iicensed
veterinarian.

The treated organic breeder stock is not disqualified from
t he organi c production program and remains eligible for the
production of future organic offspring.

SYNTHETI C PARASI T1 CI DE USE | N ORGANI C DAI RY STOCK (conti nued)

Shoul d a synthetic parasiticide be adm nistered for whatever
reason to otherw se organically produced dairy stock, mlk or
m |l k products derived fromthat dairy stock may not be sold or
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| abel ed as organically produced for 90 days followi ng the date of
application or use.

Dairy stock may receive application of synthetic
parasiticides only in the event of a healthcare energency; such
an exception for use of synthetic parasiticides shall not be
construed as all owance for routine application. The need for
such application to dairy stock nust be verified by a |licensed
veterinarian.

Any deviations fromthe above standards shall be species

specific and be set forth in a separate docunent. Such review
shal | include, but not be limted to, sheep, goats and sw ne.

Ivstkbfr.894 16



438
439
440

441
442
443

444
445
446
447
448

449
450
451
452
453
454
455

456
457
458
459
460
461
462
463
464
465
466

467
468
469
470
471
472
473
474
475

476
ar7
478
479

ADDENDUM TO THE RECOMMENDATI ON ON
THE USE OF SYNTHETI C PARASI TI CI DES | N ORGANI C LI VESTOCK
PRODUCTI ON

1. The regular, planned or periodic use of parasiticides is
considered to be a dependency on routine nedication and is
pr ohi bi t ed.

2. Any intentional use or application of synthetic parasiticides
in organically produced Iivestock will be the last resort after
al | appropriate organi c managenent practices have been utilized
and docunented in the Farm Plan. These would include but not be
limted to:

a. Quarantine and fecal exans for all incom ng stock.
b. Adequate pasture rotati on and good pasture nmanagenent.
c. Periodic fecal examand culling seriously infested

i ndi vi dual s.
d. Vector and internedi ate host control.
e. Using biological control neasures such as fly parasites.
f. Mintaining dusting wallows for poultry.

3. Any intentional use or application of synthetic parasiticides
in organically produced livestock is restricted to those

subst ances whi ch have been reviewed by the technical advisory
panel according to the criteria and process required under the
Act, placed on a National List of permtted synthetics by
specific use, application, and/or species and approved by the
Secretary of Agriculture. The use or application of synthetic
parasiticides in organically produced |ivestock shall occur
within the content of a valid veterinarian client patient

rel ati onship as defined by the Food and Drug Adm nistration
Conpl i ance Policy Quide #7125. 06.

4. Any intentional use or application of synthetic parasiticides
in organically produced Iivestock shall require a justification,
for each use, during the annual farm plan review and an

eval uation of practices in place to elimnate the need for
parasiticides in the future. |If used, synthetic parasiticide
treatnents nust be subject to careful record keeping and
observation of strict withdrawal periods. Any treated anim

must be individually identifiable during the drug w thdrawal

peri od.

5. Any intentional use or application of synthetic parasiticides
in organically produced |ivestock shall be admnistered in a
manner as to nost effectively treat parasite infestations in
order to elimnate the need to treat in the future.
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PART 11l ORGANI C FARM PLAN

STATUTORY REQUI REMENTS

"The term'certified organic farm nmeans a farmor portion
of a farm or site where agricultural products or livestock are
produced, that is certified by the certifying agent under this
title as utilizing a systemof organic farm ng as described by
this title." (OFPA § 2114(a))

"The term'organic plan' neans a plan of managenent of an
organic farmng or handling operation that has been agreed to by
t he producer or handl er and the certifying agent and includes
written plans concerning all aspects of agricultural production or
handl i ng described in this title including crop rotation and ot her
practices as required under this title." [Organic Foods Production
Act of 1990 (OFPA) 8 2103] "A producer or handl er seeking
certification under this title shall submt an organic plan to the
certifying agent and the State organic certification program (if
appl i cabl e), and such plan shall be reviewed by the certifying
agent who shall determne if such plan neets the requirenents of
the prograns."” (OFPA § 2114)

RECOMIVENDATI ON

The purpose of the Organic FarmPlan is twfold; to assist the
producer and to assist the certifying agent. For the producer, the
Organic Farm Pl an provides a flexible, useful, and affordabl e tool
for devel opi ng an ecol ogically sound resource nanagenent system on
her/his farm The process of devel oping the Organic Farm Pl an
all ows the producer to plan and eval uate farm nmanagenent practices
and make tangi bl e inprovenents in the farm ng operation. For the
certifying agent, the Organic Farm Pl an provi des essenti al
information for assessing the producer's conpliance with the OFPA

The Organic FarmPlan is a witten docunent that describes how
the organic farmis nmanaged. It is witten by the producer, agreed
to by the certifying agent, and nust be updated annually to reflect
changes and i nprovenents in farm nmanagenent. The actual format may
be incorporated into the docunents which the certifying agent uses
in their yearly application/renewal process or as a part of their
annual farminspection. The follow ng conponents, presented bel ow
in questionnaire form nust be included if they are relevant to the
oper ati on.

The Organic Farm Pl an nust address the key el enments of organic
crop production: soil and crop nanagenent, resource nanagenent,
crop protection, and maintaining organic integrity through grow ng,
harvesting, and post-harvest operations. \Were |ivestock are
included in the overall operation of the Organic Farmfor the
pur pose of marketing and | abeling organic |ivestock and |ivestock
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products, the Organic Farm Pl an nust address the key el enents of
organic |ivestock production: manure nmanagenent; |ivestock health,
care, and breeding practices; aninmal sources; feed sources; feed
contingency plans for shortages and energenci es; maintenance of
organic feed integrity fromfield to feeding; housing and |iving
conditions; record keeping; handling practices; pasture and grazing
| and managenent; ecosystem oversight to reduce the environnental

i npact of animal production practices; and, if applicable,
appropriate details for ensuring integrity of organic animals on a
split operation.

Not all conponents of the Crops or Livestock questionnaires
presented below will apply to all farnms. Producers mnmust decide
whi ch conponents are relevant to their operations and include them
in their individual organic farm plans.

Organic farmng is not nerely a list of acceptable and
prohibited materials. It is a nmanagenent-intensive technol ogy
designed to achieve a balance in the agricultural and |ivestock
systemsimlar to that found in natural systens. Such a bal ance
produces healthy soils and high quality crops and |livestock. A
commtnment to long-termsoil inprovenent or maintenance at a high
fertility level should be reflected in the Organic Farm Plan. The
enphasi s should be on building up organic matter in the soi
t hrough green manuring and/ or applications of conposted materials
with conplenentary application of rock mnerals. Wile certain
soluble soil fertilizing materials and foliar applications are not
prohi bited, they nust be used as an adjunct to a |ong-term approach
to soil fertility and/or for specific short-term needs.

The grower will provide adequate maps of all parcels farned
under his or her control, with 3-year histories of all parcels, as
part of their certification application.

The inclusion of livestock in a total farm organi c managenent
systemcontri butes significantly to closed nutrient recycling
through the utilization of forages on fields with rotational
seedi ngs and through the production of nutrient-rich manure.

Persons raising livestock organically nust be commtted to
provi di ng positive health managenent practices and the utilization
of organically produced feeds for nutrient and m neral needs in
order to produce progressively stronger aninmals and elimnate a
dependency on and use of veterinary nedications. The animal's
spatial environment nust be managed so as to avoid popul ation
densities that may |l ead to stress and di sease probl ens.
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ORGANI C LI VESTOCK FARM PLAN
QUESTI ONNAI RE

[NOTE: It was the intention of the NOSB Livestock Commttee in
preparing this questionnaire to indicate as clearly as possible the
areas to be addressed by organic livestock producers. Thus, this
docunent in its present state may appear overly exhausti ve.
Furthernore, many areas of this questionnaire may not apply to al
organic livestock producers.]

l. GENERAL APPL| CATI ON

BUSI NESS NAME
BRAND NAME
PRODUCER
ADDRESS/ LOCATI ON

COUNTY

Throughout the entire questionnaire, a "livestock unit" refers to
the follow ng specific classifications of |ivestock by species and
maturity:

CATTLE SHEEP
Cal ves Lanbs
Year | i ngs Year | i ngs
Heifers (open or bred) Mat ure Ewes
Cows Sl aught er St ock
Sl aught er St ock Q her
O her

GOATS
POULTRY Ki ds
Broilers Year | i ngs
Layers Mat ur e Does
Tur keys Sl aught er St ock
O her O her
SW NE FI SH
Weanl i ng/ Feeder Pi gs Fi ngerlings
G ow ng/ Fi ni shi ng Hogs Mat ure St ock
Glts (open or bred)
Sows W LD/ DOVESTI CATED GAMVE
Sl aught er St ock
Q her EQUI NE ANI MALS
BEES

A.  Fromthe categories described above, please describe the
type(s) of livestock produced organically on your farm and for
whi ch you are requesting certification.
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608 B. Pl ease describe the type(s) of livestock product(s) marketed
609 bearing your farmis regi stered brand nane by checking the
610 appl i cabl e boxes bel ow.

611 Br and Name O her Label
612 Dai ry Products

613 Eggs

614 Beef

615 Veal

616 Por k

617 Poul try Meat
618 Lanb/ Mutt on

619 Wool

620 Fi sh

621 Goat Meat

622 Honey

623 O her

624 C. If your farmng operation was certified previously, identify
625 the certification agency(s) and the date(s). |s docunentation

626 available for verification?

627 D. How many years has part or all of your farm ng operation been
628 under organi c production nethods? Please el aborate.

629 E. Are there livestock produced under conventional production
630 met hods in your farm ng operation? If so, please be sure

631 to conplete Section J of this questionnaire.

632 F. Wilizing the livestock categories provided in Section I
633 pl ease conplete the followi ng chart for the past certification
634 year:

635 Current Livestock

636 Nunber Nunber Nunmber
637 Pr oduced Pr oduced Sol d as
638 Li vest ock Type Organically Conventionally Organi c

639 G Uilizing the livestock product categories provided in Section

640 | B, please conplete the follow ng chart for the past certification
641 year:

642 Per cent age

643 Pr oduct Pr oduct Per cent age

644 Li vest ock Pr oduced Pr oduced Sol d as

645 Pr oduct Type Organically Conventional ly Organi c

646 H Uilizing the livestock categories provided in Section |
647 pl ease conplete the followi ng chart to indicate your plans for sale
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of |ivestock produced organically this certification year:

Current Livestock

Nunmber Nunber Nunmber
Pr oduced Pr oduced Sol d as
Li vest ock Type Oganically Conventionally Organi c

. Uilizing the livestock product categories provided in Section
| B, please conplete the following chart to indicate your plans for
sale of livestock products produced organically this certification
year:

Per cent age

Pr oduct Pr oduct Per cent age
Li vest ock Pr oduced Pr oduced Sol d as
Pr oduct Type Oganically Conventional ly Organi c

1. ORGANI C LI VESTOCK PRODUCTI ON PRACTI CES

An "Organi c Livestock Production Practices" questionnaire form nust
be conpleted for each organic |livestock type intended for inclusion
in the overall certification decision.

A. Li vest ock Sour ces

1. Describe your nethod for identifying your organically-produced
livestock (i.e. ear-tagging, branding) and how this method ensures
that each livestock aninmal can be traced back to its origin.

2. Describe your nethod for identifying organically-produced
i vestock products and how this nmethod ensures that each |ivestock
ani mal can be traced back to its origin.

3. Please indicate the sources of your current livestock inventory
within the chart format provided bel ow.

a. For livestock raised organically frombirth in the farm ng
operation, describe livestock unit:

Description of Unit Age Nunber

(i.e. |ot#, of in

identification #) Uni t Uni t

b. For livestock raised organically frombirth but purchased

out si de your farm ng operation, describe each |ivestock
unit:
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Description of Unit Age Nunber Sour ce

(1.e. lot#, of in Dat e of
identification #) Uni t Uni t Pur chased Pur chase
C. For livestock raised organically fromsone time after birth

and raised within your farm ng operation, describe each
livestock unit:

Description of Unit Age Nunber Date from

(1.e. lot#, of in whi ch organically

identification #) Uni t Uni t pr oduced

d. For livestock raised organically fromsone time after birth
and purchased off-farm describe |livestock unit:

Description of Unit Age Nunber Sour ce

(1.e. |ot#, of in Dat e of

identification #) Uni t Uni t Pur chased Pur chase

B. Feed Sources

1. Wat percentage of total feed fed to |ivestock this past
certification year was produced on-farn? |If feed was purchased
off-farm please answer questions 2 and 3. Taking the capacity of
your farminto account, what woul d you consi der the optinum | evel
of on-farm feed production?"

2. For each feed purchase made within the past certification
year, conplete the chart below. You have the option to attach a
copy of your feed records in place of this chart.

Feed Quantity Dat e of Sour ce of Lot Certified
Type Pur chased Pur chase Pur chase No. By (Agent)
3. If you have plans to purchase feed from sources other than

those listed in the chart above this certification year, please
identify your new sources and cite the certification status of
each.

4. Describe your audit trail for feed purchased off-farm See
A ossary for definition of Audit Trail

5. What back-up sources of feed exist in case of a short supply in
your current on-farm or purchased feed sources?

6. Please list the conponents, with percentages, of the basic feed
ration fed to your livestock, describing variations in it according
to seasons or other reasons. For exanple:

Wheat (30% / Cats(20% /Al fal fa Hay(50% -- Summer (June- Sept.)
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Do not include feed additives.

C. Feed Additives

See Definitions for description of Feed Additive.

1. Please conplete the chart below for each feed additive to the
basic feed ration fed to livestock |ast certification year. Please
attach | abels for prem xes or other additives.

Type of Met hod Aver age Pur pose
Feed Br and of Quantity Fed of Feed
Addi tive Nane Feedi ng Per Feedi ng Addi tive

2. Wich feed additives, if any, do you plan to discontinue use of
inthis certification year? Are there any feed additives that you
plan to add to the diets of your |ivestock this certification year?

3. Are you aware of nutritional deficiencies specific to your
regi on which are of specific concern to you as an organic |ivestock
pr oducer ?

D. Dri nki ng Wat er

1. Describe the primary source of drinking water for your
livestock and |ist other sources.

2. For those drinking water sources which you control (i.e. wells
or ponds on your property), are nitrate or other contam nant tests
regul arly conducted? |If so, please describe frequency and fi ndi ngs
and attach a copy of each test result.

3. Are you aware of contamnants in the |local water table which
are specific to your region? Please cite and indicate whether or
not tests for these contam nants are regularly conducted and by
whom |If you have results of such tests on file, please attach a

copy(s).
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E. Li vest ock Producti on Environnent

1. Describe, in general terns, the environnment in which your
|ivestock are produced. For exanple, dairy cattle -- stanchion
bar n.

2. For livestock which graze on pasturel and, describe the |ength

of tinme each plot of pastureland is grazed before rotation, and
what length of tine each year the |livestock are not grazing on
past ur el and.

3. Descri be how your system for managing | and grazed by |ivestock
i's sustainable. For exanple, describe your managenent of over-
grazing, waste run-off, erosion, and stocking rates.

4. For those livestock confined to a drylot at certain tinmes of
the year, describe the |l ength of each confinenent period and the
conditions of the drylot during that period. Be sure to indicate
the type of shelter and space allotnent given to |ivestock during
this period.

5. For those livestock confined within a building during certain
tinmes of the year, describe the |ength of each confinenent period
and the practices which ensure organic integrity in confinenment,
i.e. ventilation, tenperature, space allotnent.

6. Briefly explain how your |ivestock production system
i ncor porates the husbandry standards outlined in the OFPA.

7. Are any changes planned for this certification year which
woul d i nprove the production environnent of your livestock, i.e.
i nprovenents in housing, etc.?

F. Manur e Managenent

1. Describe your systemfor handling, storage, and utilization of
manure. | f applicable, describe your systemfor conposting nanure
on-farmfor use on crops.

2. Wat neasures are taken in your farm ng operation to avoid
envi ronnment al degradation? For exanple, describe how the water
table is protected fromnutrient |eaching and/or manure runoff.

3. Wiat changes, if any, in your nmanure managenent system are
pl anned for this certification year?

G Breedi ng Practices
1. How are your |ivestock serviced - by artificial insemnation,
nat ural breeding, or both?
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2. Descri be your breeding program \Wat traits do you select for
whi ch enhance |ivestock heal t h?

H. Heal th Practices

1. Describe the type of health records kept for your organic
livestock. For exanple, individual dairy cow health cards, |og
book, conputer spreadsheet.

2. How does your |ivestock record-keeping and identification
systemensure that livestock that are treated with prohibited

materials are not sold as organic? How does your system al so

ensure that all material inputs are recorded and restrictions

conplied wth?

3. Describe your livestock health plan, citing commonly used
material inputs. Be sure to describe preventative neasures taken
for di sease and parasite control

4. For each livestock unit (L. Unit), conplete the chart bel ow for
each specific livestock di sease outbreak(s), parasite outbreak(s),
and/or injury(s) during the past certification year, citing the
practices/material inputs used to ensure the organic integrity of
the aninmal (s) afflicted:

% of Total Thera- Material Input(s) Preventative
Heal t h L. Unit peutic Uilized Practice for
Aillnment Afflicted Practice Type How OFten % Not Afflicted

5. Compl ete the chart below for each |livestock animal or
livestock unit w thdrawn from organi c production because of
treatment with a prohibited material input:

Li vest ock Mat erial | nput(s)
Afflicted Heal t h Utilized
(ldentify) Al nment Type How Ot en

6. What, if any, new organic practices wll you try this
certification year to enhance livestock health and to avoid the
need for prohibited material s?

7. Please explain how barnyard flies and other insect pests
(excluding parasites) are controlled in your farm ng operation,
citing both preventative practices and material inputs utilized.

8. If applicable, describe the material input utilized to

di si nfect your livestock facility(s), and how often it is applied.
Pl ease al so describe how the |livestock were renoved and protected
from exposure to the disinfectant.

lvstkbfr.894 26



821

822
823
824

825
826
827

828
829
830

831

832
833

834
835

836
837
838

839
840
841

842
843
844

| . On- Farm Handl i ng of Livestock Product

1. For each of the products derived fromyour |ivestock, describe
the relevant Federal and/or State grading status. For exanpl e,
US Gade Anmlk.

2. In the chart below, describe each of the sanitizers, soaps and
cleansers utilized in the process of handling your |ivestock
product (s).

Nat i onal Li st Prohi bi ted Pur pose of Procedure to
Mat erial | nput Mat erial | nput MWat eri al Pr event

(Nanme) (Nanme) | nput Use Cont am nati on
J. M xed Organi c/ Conventional Production

Pl ease conplete this section if |livestock are produced under both
organi ¢ and conventional nethods within your farm ng operation.

1. Pl ease conplete the chart below for each livestock unit in
transition to organic in your farm ng operation:

Description of Unit

Type of Age of Nunber in (ldentification #(s),
Li vest ock Uni t Uni t Lot Nunbers)
2. Pl ease descri be how you ensure that organically-produced

i vestock products are not contam nated by material inputs or
practices utilized under conventional production.

3. Pl ease descri be how you prevent a co-m ngling of
conventionally and organically produced feed in your farmng
oper ati on.

4. If, within your farm ng operation, you produce the sane
speci es of l|ivestock under conventional nethods that you produce
under organi ¢ nmet hods, please describe your current efforts and
exi sting obstacles toward conversion.
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NATI ONAL ORGANI C STANDARDS BOARD
FI NAL RECOMVENDATI ON

Adopted on June 5, 1994 in Santa Fe, New Mexico

GENERAL ORGANI C FOOD LABELI NG STANDARDS
[ NOTE: Al foods nmust conform to federal food |[|abeling
regul ati ons. For foods regulated by the Food and Drug
Adm ni stration, see Code of Federal Regulations, Title 21; for
foods regul ated by the Food Safety and | nspection Service, United
States Departnent of Agriculture, see Code of Federal Regul ations,
Title 9.]

1. CALCULATI ON OF THE TOTAL PERCENTAGE OF ORGANI CALLY PRODUCED
| NGREDI ENTS

A. This section applies to any food that purports to be
organic or to contain organically produced food ingredients
(1.e., the product |abel or |abeling bears the term"organic" or
makes any direct or indirect representation that the food is
organi c or contains organically produced ingredients).

B. The total percentage of organically produced ingredients
in the food shall be calculated fromthe actual anmounts of the
listed ingredients:

1. By weight or optionally by fluid volunme if all the
ingredients of the food are |iquid;

2. By excluding the ingredients air, water and salt
(sodium chloride) fromthe cal cul ati on; and

3. On the basis of single-strength concentration for
food concentrates reconstituted with water, if the food is
identified as being fromconcentrate on the principal display
panel or in the product identity statenent.

C. The total percentage of organically produced
ingredients in a food shall be declared by the words "Contains
_____ percent (or % organic ingredients" or " percent (or %
organic ingredients" or a simlar phrase, with the blank filled
in with the percentage expressed as a whol e nunber not greater
than the actual total percentage of organically produced
ingredients in the food.

D. The total percentage of organic ingredients in a food
purporting to be organic or to contain organically produced
i ngredi ents shall be considered nmandatory | abeling information.

| abel bfr. 894 1
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E. The total percentage of organic ingredients in a food
purporting to be organic or to contain organically produced
i ngredients shall be calculated by the handler and verified by a
certifying agency accredited by the Secretary through docunentary
subm ssions and spot checks. Each handler shall be subject to
not | ess than one spot check for each year of certification.
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2. FOODS THAT ARE "ORGANI C FOODS'" (I.E., THE COMMON OR USUAL
NAME OF THE FOOD IS "ORGANI C **** ")

A

Conposi tion and processing requirenents:

The requirenments for Section A are not accepted as of
this time as a Board Final Recommendati on

B. Label i ng

| abel bfr. 894

1

2.

Requi

a.

Pr ohi

renents:

Decl are the total percentage of organic
ingredients on the informati on panel above
the ingredient listing;

I dentify each organic ingredient in the
i ngredi ent declaration with the words
"organic" or "organically grown;"

Identify the Certifying Agent (provide the
name and address) who certified the Handl er,
i mredi ately adjacent to the infornmation
identifying the manufacturer or distributor
of the food as currently required by food
regul ati ons.

bi ti ons:

Must not declare the percentage of organic
i ngredients on the principal display panel
unl ess:

(i) the ingredient listing is on the
princi pal display panel; or

(ii) the food is conposed wholly of organic
agricultural products, salt and water and the
percentage of organic ingredients is

100%

Must not use any percentage nodi fying the
organi ¢ nature of food or an ingredient on
t he principal display panel unless the food
is conposed wholly of organic agricultural
products, salt and water and the percentage
of organic ingredients is 100%

Mist not use the term "organi c when

3
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3.

avail able. "

Opti onal | abel
list):

a

statenents (not an all inclusive

A USDA organic enblem (shield), to be created

by USDA;

The seal
Agent

enbl em or

| ogo of the Certifying
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3. FOODS THAT ARE LABELED "MADE W TH ORGANI C | NGREDI ENT( S) ".

A

| abel bfr. 894

Conposi tion and processing requirenents:

The requirenments for Section A are not accepted as of
this time as a Board Final Recommendati on

Label i ng

1

Requi renent s:

a. Decl are the percentage of organic ingredients
on the informati on panel above the ingredient
listing;

b. I dentify each organic ingredient in the

i ngredi ent declaration with the words
"organic" or "organically grown;"

C. Identify the Certifying Agent (provide the
name and address) who certified the Handl er,
i mredi ately adjacent to the infornmation
identifying the manufacturer or distributor
of the food as currently required by food
regul ati ons.

Pr ohi bi ti ons:

a. Must not declare the percentage of organic
i ngredients on the principal display panel,
ot her than above the ingredient |isting;

b. Must not use any percentage nodi fying the
organi ¢ nature of food or an ingredient on
t he principal display panel;

C. Mist not use the term "organi c when
avai |l abl e. ™

d. Must not use a USDA organic enblem (shield).

e. Miust not use the seal, enblemor |ogo of the
Certifying Agent

Optional |abel statements (not an all inclusive

[ist):

a. On the Principal Display Panel, the term
5
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"organic" may be used only to identify
clearly and unanbi guously the organically
produced ingredients and nust not |ist both
organi c and non-organic ingredients in
conjunction with the word organic. The type
size of the term"organic" cannot be | arger
than three-fourths the size of the nane of

t he food.
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4.  FOODS THAT ARE LABELED W TH AN | NGREDI ENT DECLARATI ON AS
CONTAI NI NG ORGANI C | NGREDI ENT( S) .

A Conposition and processing requirenents:

The requirenments for Section A are not accepted as of
this time as a Board Final Recommendati on

B. Label i ng

The requirenments for Section B are not accepted as of
this time as a Board Final Recommendati on

5. | NGREDI ENT DECLARATI ONS FOR FOODS PURPORTI NG TO CONTAI N
ORGANI CALLY PRODUCED | NGREDI ENTS.

A. Definitions.

1. Ingredient For the purpose of |abeling foods
purporting to contain organically produced ingredients, an
"ingredient" is defined as any substance used in the preparation
of the food product that is still present in the final product as
consuned, even if in nodified form

2. Processing Ald For the purpose of |abeling foods
purporting to contain organically produced ingredients, a
"processing aid" neans a substance that is added to food during
t he processing of such food but is renoved fromthe food before
it is packaged in its finished form that neets the definition of
21 CFR101.100(a)(3)(ii)(a).

| abel bfr. 894 7
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NATI ONAL ORGANI C STANDARDS BQARD
FI NAL RECOVIVENDATI ON

Adopted on June 4, 1994 in Santa Fe, New Mexi co

ORGANI C HANDLI NG PLAN
COMMENTARY

An Organic Handling Plan nust be created by all organic handlers
certified under the National Organic Program as required by the
Organi ¢ Foods Production Act of 1990 (OFPA). "The term 'organic
pl an' neans a plan of managenent of an organic farm ng or
handl i ng operation that has been agreed to by the producer or
handl er and the certifying agent and that includes witten plans
concerning all aspects of agricultural production or handling
described in this title including crop rotation and ot her
practices as required under this title." (OFPA Section 2103) "A
producer or handl er seeking certification under this title shal
submt an organic plan to the certifying agent and the state
organic certification program (if applicable), and such plan
shall be reviewed by the certifying agent who shall determne if
such a plan neets the requirenents of the program"™ (OFPA Section
2114(a)) "An organic handling plan shall contain provisions
designed to ensure that agricultural products that are sold or
| abel ed as organically produced are produced and handled in a
manner that is consistent wwth the purposes of this title." (OFPA
Section 2114(e))

The N.O S.B. thinks that the Oganic Handling Plan is a key

el ement for inplenenting the required standards for organic

handl ers as well as other desirable handling practices. The OFPA
requires provisions in the handling plan to ensure practices that
are consistent with the Act (Section 2114 (e)). The Board has

i ncl uded such provisions in Section | of the Organic Handling

Pl an Proposed Regul ations. The Board has al so incl uded
"ecol ogi cal ly sound waste managenent” as a desirable practice for

organi ¢ handlers and has included this in Section Il of the
Organi c Handl i ng Pl an Proposed Regul ations. Desirable practices
in Section Il nmust be conpleted as part of the Organic Handling

Plan but certification is not affected by conpliance wth the
practices listed in Section 1|1

The Board believes that the Organic Handling Plan nust be both
practical and useful and nust be applicable to all types of
organi ¢ handl ers (distributors, processors, packers, shippers,
receivers, retailers who process, etc.). The Board sees the

pur pose of the Organic Handling Plan as being twofold: to assist
the handler and to assist the certifying agent. For the handler,
the Organic Handling Plan should provide a flexible, useful, and

hdplnbfr.894 1
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af fordabl e tool for devel opi ng organic handling practices and an
ecol ogi cal l y sound nanagenent system for the handling operation.
The Organic Handling Plan should serve as a process for planning
and eval uati ng managenent practices and for making tangible

i nprovenents to the handling operation. For the certifying
agent, the Organic Handling Plan shoul d provi de essenti al
informati on for assessing the handler's conpliance with the OFPA

As required by the OFPA, the Organic Handling Plan nmust be a
witten docunent that descri bes how the organic handling
operation is managed. It nust be witten by the handler, agreed
to by the certifying agent, and nust be updated annually to

refl ect changes and i nprovenents in handling operation
managenent. The Committee thinks that the actual format of the
Organic Handling Plan is best determ ned by the certifying agent.

In order to conply with the OFPA, the Organic Handling Plan nust
address all elenments of organic handling including the handling
that are applicable to a particular handling operation including
t he handl i ng system description, procedures for assuring organic
integrity, material inputs, the audit trail system pest
managenent, and waste nmanagenent. The required conponents of the
Organic Handling Plan are outlined in the "Proposed Regul ati ons"
that follow. In order to provide a practical exanple, the Board
has al so included a sanple Organic Handling Plan in questionnaire
format.

Wiile the N.O S.B. recogni zes that the OFPA does not establish
wast e reduction requirenents for organic handlers, the Commttee
has i ncluded a waste managenent section in the "Proposed

Regul ations." The Board thinks that organic handl ers shoul d
establ i sh waste reduction goals for their operations. By

i ncluding a waste reduction section, the Organic Handling Pl an
can nore thoroughly serve as a vehicle for the devel opnent of
ecol ogi cal | y sound managenent practices for the handling

oper ati on.

hdplnbfr.894 2



73 ORGANI C HANDLI NG PLAN PROPOSED REGULATI ONS

74 | . REQUI RED

75 The Organic Handling Plan (OHP) shall include the follow ng

76 conponents if they pertain to the specific handling operation or
77 its agents, |icensees, enployees, contractors, and subcontractors
78 who handl e its organic products:

79 A.  Oganic Handling System Description

80 (1) A general description of the handling operation, handling

81 and/ or processing procedures, and organic food(s) handl ed.

82 (2) A schematic flow chart or witten description show ng the
83 novenent of organic food during handling and/or processing. Al
84 equi pnent, machi nery, and storage areas used in handling and/or
85 processing nust be identified in the flowchart.

86 B. Assurance of Organic Integrity

87 (1) A description of the Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point

88 (HACCP) * systemor simlar systemfor the handling operation

89 whi ch addresses the foll ow ng areas of potential contam nation
90 (hazards) of the organic food:

91 (a) Co-mingling certified organic food with non-organic food;

92 (b) Containers and packagi ng;

93 (c) Sanitizer, boiler chemcals, processing aids, and prohibited
94 subst ances;

95 (d) Transportation and storage;

96 (e) Pest control substances;

97 (f) Food spoilage m croorgani sns; and

98 (g) Prohibited handling and processi ng procedures.

99 * HACCP is a system by which food processors and inporters can

100 eval uate the kinds of hazards that could effect their products,
101 institute controls necessary to keep these hazards from

102 occurring, nonitor the performance of these controls, and

103 mai ntain records of this nonitoring as a matter of routine

104 practice.

105 (2) Alist that identifies all known individuals or businesses
106 that sell, transport, or store the products of the organic

107 handl i ng operation but do not hold legal title to such products.
108 (3) Docunentation that all individuals and businesses that sell,
109 transport, or store the products of the organic handling

110 operation but do not hold legal title to such products have been
111 informed in witing of the requirenents of proper handling of

hdplnbfr.894 3
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organi ¢ products and of the possible exposure to federal civil
penalties for violation thereof and that all such individuals and
busi nesses affirmby signature on a bill of |ading or other
appropriate affidavit that they do not open, mx, conbine or

ot herw se transformthe organic products and that the organic
integrity of the products are not conpromsed while in their

cust ody.

C. Material Inputs

(1) Alist of all certified organic ingredients and non-organic
i ngredients used including those used for curing and snoki ng.

(2) For each food | abeled as an organic food that contains one or
nore non-organic agricultural products as ingredients, a witten
description of:

(a) the good faith efforts nade to | ocate or devel op a source
of the certified organic formof the ingredient and
(b) the progress made over the previous years to elimnate non-
organic agricultural products as ingredients.
(3) For each non-organic agricultural product used as an
i ngredient, a description of the reasons why the certified
organic formof the ingredient is not used.
(4) Alist of all processing aids used.

(5) A description of how water is used in the handling operation
including the quality of the water used.

D. Audit Trail/Record Keepi ng System

A description of the systemof internal record keeping that
docunents the novenent of each specific ot of organic food
t hrough each step of the handling operation.

E. Pest Managenent

(1) A description of the pest problens encountered in the
handl i ng operation and of the pest nonitoring techni ques used.

(2) A description of the non-chem cal pest control nethods
used in the handling operation.

(3) A description of the use of chemcals for controlling
pests in the handling operation.

hdplnbfr.894 4
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F. Li vest ock Care

(1) A description of handling nethods used to mnimze
i vestock stress.

(2) A description of arrangenents nade for feeding |livestock
that may be held at the packing plant for nore than 24 hours.

(3) A description of arrangenents nmade for supplying Iivestock
with fresh water while at the packing plant.

| 1. DESI RABLE PRACTI CES
Wast e Managenent

(1) A description of efforts to reduce solid waste, liquid
wast e, and airborne em ssions produced by the handling operation.

(2) A description of recycling efforts, the use of recycled
materials, and efforts to reduce packagi ng in the handling
oper ati on.

111, FORVAT

The format of the OHP shall be determ ned by the certifying
agent .

hdplnbfr.894 5



164 ORGANI C HANDLI NG PLAN QUESTI ONNAI RE
165 (YEAR) ( CERTI FYI NG AGENT)

166 PRODUCER NAME:
167 FARM NAME:

168 ADDRESS:

169 PHONE & FAX:

170 . REQUI RED

171 A. ORGANI C HANDLI NG SYSTEM DESCRI PTI ON

172 1. Describe your handling operation and your handling and/or
173 processi ng procedures. Include a description of all equi pnent
174 and machi nery used.

175

176

177

178

179 2. Attach a schematic flow chart show ng the novenent of

180 certified organic food during handling and processing. Show all
181 equi pnent, machi nery, and storage areas used fromthe tinme the
182 certified organic food is received until it is shipped.

183 B. ASSURANCE OF ORGANI C I NTEGRI TY

184 1. Describe your Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP)

185 systemfor assuring the integrity of the certified organic

186 food(s) handled in your operation. Include procedures used to
187 assure that:

188 (a) certified organic food is segregated from non-organic
189 f ood;

190 (b) cont ai ners and packagi ng do not contam nate certified
191 or gani ¢ food;

192 (c) certified organic food does not cone in contact with
193 sanitizer, boiler chem cals, and prohibited substances;

194 (d) contam nation of the certified organic food does not
195 occur during transportation or storage;

196 (e) pest control substances do not conme in contact with the
197 certified organic food,

198 (f) food spoilage mcroorgani snms do not contam nate the

199 certified organic food; and

200 (9) prohi bi ted handling and processing procedures are not
201 used.

202 * Subm ssion of this information shall constitute conpliance that

203 a HACCP or simlar systemis identified.

hdplnbfr.894 6
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C. MATERI AL | NPUTS

1. List all certified organic ingredients and all non-organic
i ngredi ents used in your handling operation.

2. Describe your verification procedures for docunenting that the
non-organi ¢ agricultural products you use as ingredients are not
commercially available in certified organic form

3. List all processing aids used in your handling operation.

4. Describe how water is used in your handling operation.
Descri be your water source and your water quality including the
frequency and nethod of testing water quality.

D. AUDI T TRAI L/ RECORD KEEPI NG SYSTEM

1. Describe your systemof internal record keeping for
docunenting the novenent of each specific ot of organic food
t hrough each step of your handling operation.

hdplnbfr.894 7
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2. Describe your batch and/or |ot nunbering system and codi ng

syst em

3. Attach a sanple set of audit trail docunents.

E. PEST MANAGEMENT

1. Descri be the pest problens you encounter

oper ati on.

I n your handling

2. Describe the pest nonitoring techniques used and the non-
chem cal pest control nethods you use.

3. Describe the use of chenmicals for
handl i ng operati on.

pest control

in your

hdplnbfr.894 8



276

277
278
279
280
281
282
283
284

285
286

287
288
289
290

291
292
293
294
295
296

297
298

299
300
301

302
303
304
305
306

307
308
309

310
311
312
313

F. LI VESTOCK CARE

1. A description of handling nethods used to mnimze |ivestock
stress.

2. A description of arrangenents nmade for feeding |ivestock that
may be held at the packing plant for nore than 24 hours.

3. A description of arrangenents made for supplying |ivestock
with fresh water while at the packing plant.

1. DESI RABLE
A, WASTE MANAGEMENT
1. Briefly describe your efforts to reduce solid waste, liquid

wast e, and airborne em ssions produced by your handling
oper ati on.

2. Briefly describe your recycling efforts, your use of recycled
materials, and your efforts to reduce packaging in your handling
oper ati on.

hdplnbfr.894 9
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NATI ONAL ORGANI C STANDARDS BQARD
FI NAL RECOVIVENDATI ON

Adopted on June 4, 1994 in Santa Fe, New Mexi co

REQUI REMENTS FOR HANDLER CERTI FI CATI ON

COMMENTARY

"The term' handl e’ neans to sell, process, or package
agricultural products.” (CFPA Section 2103(8)) "The term
"handl er' neans any person engaged in the business of handling
agricultural products, except such termshall not include fina
retailers of agricultural products that do not process
agricultural products.” (CFPA Section 2103(9)) "The term
"handl i ng operation' means any operation or portion of an
operation (except final retailers of agricultural products that
do not process agricultural products) that receives or otherw se
acquires agricultural products and processes, packages, or stores
such products" (CFPA Section 2103(10)). Thus, the definition of
"handl i ng operation" further defines "handl e" and "handler" to
[imt the nmeaning of these terns to individuals and busi nesses
that "receive or otherw se acquire agricultural products and
processes, packages, or stores such products.” For exanple, a
broker falls under the definition of "handl er" as soneone who
sells organic products. But, in the case of a broker who does
not "receive or otherw se acquire" the organic products, the
broker is not a "handling operation.” Thus, such a broker does
not need to be certified under the COFPA as an organi ¢ handling
operation. The Board thinks that clarification of the types of
handl ers who nust be certified under the COFPA as organi ¢ handl i ng
operations is necessary.

RECCOMMVENDATI ON

The N Q S.B. recommends that, for the purposes of the CFPA
"receive or otherw se acquire"” nmeans to take legal title to the
organic product. Handlers who hold legal title to organic
products shoul d and nust be responsi bl e for nmaintaining the
organic integrity of the organic products they handle. Handlers
who nust be certified under the CFPA include distributors, food
servi ces, jobbers, packers, shippers, and processors who take
legal title to organic products, including |livestock feed, as
well as retailers who process organi c agricul tural products.
Sone common definitions of food handlers are included in
Attachment 1.
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The activity of individuals or businesses who do not take |egal
title to organic products but act as agents, |icensees,

enpl oyees, contractors, or subcontractors and who process,
package, or store organic agricultural products for a certified
organi ¢ handling operation will be covered by the certification
of that organic handling operation. Such activity nust be
described in the Oganic Handling Plan and inspected and
scrutinized with the sane rigor and to the sane standards as
certified entities as part of the certification requirenent of
the certified organic handling operation for which they act as
agent, |icensee, enployee, contractor, or subcontractor.
Exanpl es i ncl ude co-packers and co- processors.

| ndi vi dual s and busi nesses that do not need to be certified under
t he OFPA include brokers, comm ssion nerchants, truckers, and
war ehousers which do not take legal title to organic products.

A smal | farmer/handl er/ processor selling no nore than $5, 000
annual Iy woul d be exenpt fromthe above [ OFPA Sec. 2106 (d)].
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ATTACHVENT 1
Common Definitions of Food Handl ers

1. Brokers

A broker acts as an agent for others in negotiating a sales
contract. A selling broker generally represents the shipper, a
buyi ng broker acts as a purchasing agent for a distant buyer. A
br oker who does not take legal title to organic products does not
need to be certified as an organi ¢ handl er under the CGFPA

2.  Comm ssion Merchants

A comm ssion nerchant acts as an agent for the sale of

mer chandi se on consignment. A comm ssi on nerchant who does not
take legal title to organic products does not need to be
certified as an organi ¢ handl er under the CFPA

3. Distributors

A distributor purchases product under its own nanme, usually from
shi ppers, processors, or other distributors, and generally sel
outside their local area. D stributors may or may not take

physi cal possession of the nerchandise. A distributor nust be
certified as an organi ¢ handl er under the CFPA.

4. Food Services

A food service conpany buys and recei ves produce and/ or processed
products for distribution to institutional accounts such as
school s and restaurants. A food service conpany nust be
certified as an organi ¢ handl er under the CFPA.

5. Jobbers

A jobber sells locally in small |ots and purchases fromreceivers
on the local market. A jobber nust be certified as an organic
handl er under the CFPA.

6. Packers

A produce packi ng operation receives raw agricul tural products
and packs the products for shipping. A produce packer nay al so
store products and apply postharvest materials. A neat packer
converts live animals to carcass neats and possibly to prinal
cuts or boxed neat and other fresh neat forns. A packer that
takes legal title to the organic product nust be certified as an
organi ¢ handl er under the CFPA

7. Receivers

A recei ver purchases and takes physical possession of truck lots
or car lots and resells themintact or in jobbing lots in the
local area. Receivers are at destination points. A receiver
that takes legal title to the organic product nust be certified
as an organi c handl er under the CFPA

hdregbfr.894 3
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8. Repackers

A repacker receives products fromgrowers or other sources,
renoves the products fromthe original container, may or may not
sort the product, and repacks the product for resale either in
the original container or in a different container. A repacker
that takes legal title to the organic product nust be certified
as an organi c handl er under the CFPA

9. Shippers

A shipper is located at growi ng or other shipping/internedi ate
poi nts. A shipper sells products that is has grown and/ or packed
under its own nane. A shipper nay sell for the account of
growers or other shippers. A shipper that takes legal title to
the organi c product must be certified as an organi ¢ handl er under
t he OFPA

10. Processors [refer to OFPA Sec. 2103 (17)]

A processor cooks, bakes, heats, dries, mxes, grinds, churns,
separates, extracts, cuts, fernents, eviscerates, preserves,
dehydrates, freezes, otherw se nmanufactures, packages, cans,

jars, or otherw se encloses food in a container. A neat
processor converts fresh nmeat itens to comm nuted and/ or seasoned
products such as sausages, corned beef and cured and/or snoked
products. A processor nust be certified as an organi c handl er
under the CFPA

11. Co-Processor

A processor who does not take legal title to the ingredients or
the final product which is manufactured for another party. A co-
processor does not need to be certified as an organi ¢ handl er but
its activities as agent, |icensee, enployee, contractor, or
subcontractor for a certified organic handl er nust be covered
under the certification of that handl er

12. Truckers

A trucker transports products between farns, processing plants,
ot her handling operations, or other facilities. A trucker does
not open product containers or mx, conbine, or otherw se handl e
the product while it is inits custody. A trucker does not need
to be certified as an organi c handl er under the GFPA

13. Warehousers

A war ehouser receives and stores products. A warehouser does not
take legal title to the product. A warehouser does not open
product containers or mx, conbine, or otherw se handle the
product while it is in its custody. A warehouser does not need
to be certified as an organi c handl er under the GFPA

hdregbfr.894 4
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NATI ONAL ORGANI C STANDARDS BOARD
FI NAL RECOVIVENDATI ON
Adopted on June 3, 1994 in Santa Fe, New Mexi co

PROPOSED RULE REGARDI NG
| MPORTATI ON OF ORGANI C AGRI CULTURAL PRODUCTS

Authority: U S. Oganic Foods Production Act of 1990
82102 et seq. ; 82106(b)

Scope:

The recomendation set forth herein governs the
importation of any foreign product, whether raw or
processed, that is offered for entry to the United
States as organically produced and/ or handl ed. The
rul e al so governs the export of foreign products
brought into the United States pursuant to this rule.
The definitions appearing herein are intended to apply
to this regulation solely.

Definitions:

"Certification Progrant, means a systemfor determning
whet her a product conforns with product standards applicable
to that product; and

If a product so conforns, for attesting, by means of a
document, nmark, or other appropriate evidence of conformty,
to that conformty

"Foreign Product", refers to any product that has a country
of origin other than the United States or its possessions or
territories.

"I nported"” means a foreign product that has been rel eased by
the U S CQustons Service for inportation into the United
St at es.

"International Organic Standards Organi zation” (1080, nmeans
any organi zati on,

1. The nenbership of which is open to representatives of
all countries, whether public or private, including
representatives of the United States and,

intimbfr.894 1
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has been recogni zed by the Secretary for the oversight
pur poses set forth herein.

" Standard" neans, any of the follow ng:

The specification of the characteristics of a product,
including, but not limted to, levels of quality,
performance, safety, or dinensions.

Specifications relating to the termnol ogy, synbols,
testing and test nethods, packaging, or marking or
| abel i ng requirenents applicable to a product.

3. Admnistrative procedures related to the application of

any specification referred to in paragraph (1) or (2)
above. !

Rul es

| mportation

A foreign product, whether raw or processed, that is
inported into the United States as organically produced
and/ or organically handl ed, shall be inported pursuant
to one of the follow ng three mnethods:

A Foreign products nmay enter the United States if they

bear the official shield, seal or mark of a
certification programor certification agent provided
that the certification programor agent is regul ated by
a foreign sovereign, an 1080, or regional entity that is
recogni zed by the Secretary as regulating the
certification programor agent in a nmanner that ensures
observance of standards that are at |east equivalent to
those set forth in the United States O ganic
Certification Program

Forei gn products may enter the United States if they
bear the official shield, seal or mark of an organic
certification programor agent that has received
accreditation as a certifying agent or, where
appl i cabl e, approval as a State programby the
Secretary, provided all additional requirenments for
United States accredited agents or, where applicabl e,
approved State prograns certifying in non-United States'

These definitions are slightly nodified versions of the one

appearing at 19 U S.C A 82571.
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territory are net.

Forei gn products may enter the United States if they
bear the official shield, seal or mark of a
certification programor agent, provided that the
Secretary has determned that the certification program
or agent ensures observance of standards that are at

| east equivalent to those set forth in the United States
organic certification program

Exportation of Inported Products

No foreign product inported under this regulation that
is handled within the United States, nmay be exported
fromthe United States for purpose of sale as

organi cal |y produced and handl ed, unless it is handl ed
by a certified handl er having received certification
froma certifying agent accredited by the Secretary or a
Stat e program approved by the Secretary. See

§2106(a) (1).

Maintaining Gganic Integrity During Inportation

Recomrendati ons related to mai ntai ning organic
integrity during inportation of organic products will
be devel oped | ater.

intimbfr.894
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NATI ONAL ORGANI C STANDARDS BOARD
FI NAL RECOMVENDATI ON

Adopted on June 4, 1994 in Santa Fe, New Mexico
STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES GOVERNI NG THE ACCREDI TATI ON
OF ORGANI C CERTI FI CATI ON ORGANI ZATI ONS

| NTRODUCTI ON

Thi s docunent includes the NOSB Draft Recommendations in the
foll ow ng areas of accreditation of organic certification
or gani zati ons:

l. The purposes of accreditation

1. Three basic criteria, and standards based on statutory
requi renents and purposes
A. Conpetence (Expertise)
B. Transparency (Record-keeping)
C. I ndependence (freedomfromconflict of interest)

I1l. The three phases of the accreditation process, the
procedures for each and possi bl e outcones
A. Application
B. Field Evaluation and Audit of Agency Records
C. Peer Review and Recommended CQutcone

| V. O her procedures:
A. Determ nation of |Indemification process and costs
B. Adm nistrative Appeals and Conpl ai nts Process
C. Costs of Accreditation

V. Appendi ces:
A. dossary. [I N PROGRESS]
B. Application
1. Basic Information
2. Menorandum of Agreenent
3. Questionnaire: Policies and Procedures
4. Required Docunents
C. Report and Scoring fornms [I N PROGRESS]

NOTE: Addi ti onal sections concerning:
1. Control of the use of the certifier's mark or synbol;
2. Control of the USDA shield by the certifying agency;
3. Cost of certification; and
4. Suspension or termnation of accreditation
wi |l be devel oped by the Accreditation Conmttee for subsequent
inclusion into the Final Board Reconmendati ons.

acrdtbfr.894 1
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Part 1. The purposes of Accreditation

The Organi ¢ Foods Production Act of 1990, or Title XX,
Organic Certification, was enacted by Congress as part of
the 1990 Farm Bi Il (Food Agriculture, Conservation and Trade Act)
The purposes of the OFPA are:

(1) To establish national standards governing the marketing
of certain agricultural products as organically
produced products

(2) To assure consuners that organically produced products
nmeet a consistent standard; and

(3) To facilitate interstate commerce in fresh and
processed food that is organically produced.

To achi eve these goals, OFPA requires the USDA to establish
a mandatory national organic certification program and the
accreditation process is a crucial conponent of this national
program

Accreditati on has two basic purposes:

First, accreditation wll assure the public that organic
certification agents and organi zations, both public and private,
will carry out certification activities consistent wth OFPA and
the certification requirenents of the national organic
certification program Section 6514 of the OFPA states:

"The Secretary [of Agriculture] shall establish and

i npl ement a programto accredit a governing state
official, and any private person, that neets the

requi renents of this section as a certifying agent for
t he purpose of certifying a farmor handling operation
as a certified organic farmor handling operation."”

Second, the accreditation programprovides a role for state
governnent and the private sector in the national organic
certification process. The accreditation process encourages the
utilization of existing organic certification organizations as
certifying agents and allows private certification organizations
to coexist with state certification agents on a | evel playing
field.

To understand how the accreditation programfits into the
organic certification scheme, it is helpful to view the national
organic certification programas a whole. The national organic
certification program has four fundanental conponents:

1. USDA Admi nistrative and Enforcenent Authority.
The Secretary of Agriculture has ultimate authority
and responsibility to adm ni ster and enforce the
national organic certification programand OFPA

acrdtbfr.894 2
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statutory requirenents. The Secretary has del egated
this authority to the Agricultural Marketing Service
(AMB), which is a USDA agency. The Secretary is also
authorized to del egate admi nistrative and enforcenent
authority to states with a USDA-approved state
organic certification program

2. USDA- Approved State Prograns. The Secretary of
Agriculture is authorized to approve state organic
certification prograns that are consistent with the
requi renents of the national certification program
States with USDA-approved state certification prograns
may assume admini strative responsibilities under the

i npl enentation of the national organic certification
programw thin that state. OFPA allows states to

i ncl ude additional standards and/or requirenents in the
state organic certification program if those standards
and requi renents have been approved by the USDA, are
consistent wth the purposes of OFPA, and do not have a
di scrimnatory inpact in the organic marketpl ace.
Approved state organic certification prograns are
subject to the authority of the Secretary of

Agricul ture.

3. The USDA Accreditation Program OFPA requires the
Secretary of Agriculture (USDA) to inplenent the
national organic certification programthrough
accredited certifying agents. Accredited certifying
agents wll be responsible for determ ning whet her
organi ¢ producers and/or handlers are in conpliance with
COFPA standards and requirenents. State officials and
private organi zations can apply to the USDA for
accreditation as certifying agents. The USDA w I |
adm ni ster the accreditation program and nmake al
determ nati ons regardi ng approval of accreditation
applications and/or revocation of a certifying agent's
accreditation status. State and private applicants for
accreditation will be eval uated under the sane basic
accreditation criteria and procedures. Once accredited,
state and private certifying agents will be functionally
equi val ent .

In addition, guidelines will be established for the
accreditation of agencies conducting certification
services in foreign countries. For a product bearing the
seal of a U. S. -based certifying agency to be inported
into the United States, the agency indicated shall neet
the foll ow ng requirenents:

a. The agent shall be accredited to certify the
production and handling of organic products within

3
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the United States.

b. The agent shall be able to denonstrate that
oversight of the procedures utilized to certify
t he production and handling of the inported

product has been provided by a USDA-recogni zed
governmental or non-governnental authority.

c. The agent shall be able to denonstrate that
only those inports produced and/or handled in
conpliance wwth the U S. Oganic Food Production
Act have been certified.

d. The agent shall be able to denobnstrate the
application of U S. OFPA inspection requirenents
to the certification of a farmor handling

operation |located within a foreign country.

e. The agent shall be able to denonstrate adequate

docunentation of the organic integrity of the
i nported product fromfarmthrough U S. Custons
cl earance.

f. Copies of all records pertinent to the

certification of each inported product shall be
mai ntai ned at the U S. agency office.

It is recognized that sone private certifying agents
have established prograns to address specific
phi | osophi es and/ or regional considerations, and may
wi sh to include requirenents for the awardi ng of the
certifying agent's seal that are supplenental to the
standards pronul gated in the OFPA. Such requirenents
shall not be in conflict with the National O ganic
St andards. Suppl enental requirenents shall not
preclude the certification to OFPA standards of
producers and handl ers who do not seek to utilize the
private agent's seal

4. The National Organic Standards Board (NOSB). The
NOSB serves as an advisory board to the Secretary of
Agriculture. The role of the NOSB is to reconmend
organi ¢ standards and provide public input to help the
Secretary shape the policies and regulations that wll
govern the national organic certification program

It is inmportant to distinguish between the process of

accreditation of certifying agents and the process of approval
State organic certification prograns. The outcone of the
accreditation process is authorization of a certifying agent,

it

a state or a private person, to certify an organic farm or

handl i ng operation. The outcone of the approval process is
authorization of a state to (1) admnister the certification
programin that state; and (2) enact additional standards.

acrdtbfr.894 4
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"Approval " of a state organic certification program does not
constitute "accreditation"” of the state as a certifying agent.
Consequently, a state with a USDA-approved state organic
certification programmnust also independently apply to the USDA
for accreditation in order to carry out certification activities.

OFPA authorizes the Secretary to appoint a Peer Review
Panel to assist the Secretary in the accreditation process. The
pur pose of the Peer Review Panel is to represent and utilize the
expertise existing in the organic comunity. The Peer Review
Panel shall be conprised of individuals with experience in the
production and handling of organic food and famliarity with
organic certification nmethods and procedures.

The Peer Review Panel is a critical conponent of the
Accreditation Program because it utilizes the expertise of the
private sector and preserves a role for the private organic
industry in the National Organic Certification Program Sec.
6516 (a) of the OFPA states:

Peer Revi ew

In determ ning whether to approve an application for
Accreditation submtted under Section 6514 of this
title, the Secretary shall consider a report concerning
such applicant that shall be prepared by a peer review
panel established under subsection (b) of this section.

The NOSB interprets this statutory provision, which requires
the Secretary to consider a peer review panel report when
determ ning whether to approve an application for Accreditation,
to be a mandatory requirenent. The NOSB reconmends that the Peer
Revi ew Panel be incorporated into the USDA Accreditation Program
as a mandatory requirenment through the rule making process.

Part 1l1: Criteria for Accreditation

The accreditation process is designed to reach judgnents
regarding a certifying agent's degree of conpliance with three
essential programattributes -- conpetence, transparency, and
i ndependence, each of which is grounded in OFPA statutory
provisions. These attributes reflect key goals all certifying
agents should strive toward; the degree to which certifying agent
prograns, policies, and activities are found to be consi stent
with these goals will be anong the nost heavily weighted factors
taken into account by the Peer Review Panel in reaching
accreditation status reconmendati ons.

A. Conpetence: (Expertise)

1. COVWPETENCY OF THE CERTI FYI NG AGENT

acrdtbfr.894 5
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The Commttee reviewed the steps in the certification process
wWth respect to the content of each step in terns of the output
of the Certifying Agent; the input received from applicant
producers, handlers, inspectors and others, and the process

i nvol ved; the conpetencies required to performeach step of the
certification process; and indices of conpetence.

a. Steps in the Certification Process

The Commttee identified seven (7) steps in the certification
process. These are:

(1) Promnulgation of the Application for Certification and
Certification Standards;

(2) Subm ssion of the conpleted Application and Affidavit,
i ncluding the Organic Plan, by a producer or handler;

(3) Initial review of the Application by the Certifying
Agent ;

(4) On-site inspection of the farmor handling operation by
an inspector;

(5 Admnistrative review and certification determ nation
by the Certifying Agent;

(6) Annual recertification and reinspection and subm ssi on
of an affidavit by the producer or handler; and

(7) Procedures relating to the handling of conplaints and
appeal s of adverse determ nation by the certifying
agency.

Each of these steps requires input, process and output, with the
correspondi ng conpet enci es.

(1) Pronulgation of the Application for Certification and
Certification Standards:

The output of this step of the certification process includes the
Application Formand Certification Standards, the Organic Pl an
requi renents for each particular kind of operation seeking
certification, a fee schedule, and, by identifying the conpetence
areas of the certifying agent, the specific kinds of operations
for which the Certifying Agent decl ares experti se.

The conpetencies required are:
* know edge of the Organic regul ations, as evidenced by the
requirenents outlined in the Application Formand Certification

acrdtbfr.894 6
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Standards and the Certifying Agent's Organic Plan requirenents;

* know edge of the specific kinds of operations for which
the Certifying Agent declares expertise (e.g., for a vegetable
processi ng operation: Current Good Manufacturing Practice for
processi ng operations, |lowacid food canning regul ations), as
evi denced by appropriate training of inspectors and reviewers of
applications (e.g., see Title 21, Code of Federal Requl ations,
Section 113.10 and Title 9, Code of Federal Regulations, Section
381. 310);

* know edge of operationally specific standards, handbooks
and manual s; and

* financial conpetence, as evidenced by a published fee
schedul e and current financial statenents, such as an
i ndependently audited annual financial statenent or simlar
financi al report.

(2) Subm ssion of the conpleted Application and Affidavit,
i ncluding the Organic Plan, by a producer or handl er:

The output of this step in the certification process is a

conpl eted Application and an Organic Plan. The conpetencies
required of the Certifying Agent relate to the confidentiality of
certain information submtted by the producer or handler and
generated by the Certifying Agent and to the record keeping
system and procedures of the Certifying Agent required to satisfy
the record keeping requirenents of the OFPA

(3) Initial review of the Application by the Certifying Agent:

This step in the certification process involves a general

eval uation of the Application and Organic Plan against the
organi c regul ati ons and the specific requirenments and standards
for the type of operation requesting certification, and requires
sufficient expertise to make valid judgnents. Many of the
conpetencies required in step 1, above, are required here. In
addition, the Certifying Agent nust have conpetence in
systematically recogni zing potential conflicts of interest and
avoi ding actual conflicts of interest, as evidenced by specific
witten policies and procedures.

The output of this step in the certification process is to
determne eligibility and provide specific instructions to an

i nspector who physically perfornms the next step in the process.
The Certifying Agent nust be know edgeabl e of the organic

regul ations and the specific type of operation being reviewed by
the reviewers wthin the Certifying Agent, in order to identify
both general and specific areas for inspection. The Certifying
Agent nust have policies and procedures to nmaintain
confidentiality of its internally generated initial
reconmendati on.

acrdtbfr.894 7
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The Certifying Agent nust be conpetent in training its
Application reviewers to achieve individual conpetence in the
organi c regul ati ons, organic plan content, and specific standards
and good operating practices for specific types of operations.

(4) On-site inspection of the farmor handling operation by an
i nspector:

The Certifying Agent nust have the conpetence to evaluate the
credentials, ability and affiliations of inspectors, in order to
sel ect inspectors conpetent to inspect the type of operation
requesting certification, without conflict of interest. The
Certifying Agent nmust show conpetence in its supervision of

i nspectors, with regard to inspector performance standards,
reporting requirenments and ethical behavior. Specifically, the
Certifying Agent nust have a general inspection protocol and
specific criteria for assessing risks to organic integrity,
especi ally adherence to the Organic Handling Plan and

contam nation with synthetic pesticides and other synthetic
subst ances, and for testing food and soil and water for residues
of pesticides and ot her synthetic substances as appropriate.

The conpetency required of the inspector, as an agent of the
Certifying Agent and thus of the Secretary, includes technical
know edge of the type of operation in addition to know edge of
t he organi c regul ati ons.

The output of this step in the certification process is the

i nspection report. The Certifying Agent, specifically the
menbers of its review panel, nust be conpetent in evaluating the
i nspection report as it pertains to the type of operation
requesting certification.

The Certifying Agent is responsible for maintaining as
confidential information proprietary information gathered by the
| nspector. The Certifying Agent nust denonstrate satisfactory
oversight of inspectors' conduct with respect to protection of
confidential information. This is evidenced by a signed
affidavit.

(5) Admnistrative review and certification determ nation by the
Certifying Agent:

This step in the certification process consists of review ng the
Application, the Initial Recommendation and the Inspection
Report, and deci di ng whether the operation will be certified or
not. The conpetencies required for this process are the sane as
those required for step 3 and step 4. The output of this step is
the certification decision. The record keeping and
confidentiality conpetencies of step 2 are again essential here.
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The final reviewers should have conpetence in determning
conpliance with organic standards and regulations and in
interpreting inspectors' reports.

A witten procedure with objective decision criteria is an
i ndi cator of conpetency in this step. This can also be verified
at the time of field evaluation.

(6) Annual recertification and reinspection and subm ssion of an
affidavit by the producer or handl er:

The OFPA requires annual inspection and recertification of
organi ¢ producers and handlers. The Organic Plan wll require
eval uation of progress toward certain goals agreed upon by the
Certifying Agent and the producer or handler. Record keeping
conpetency of the Certifying Agent is essential, as evidenced by
the ability to locate prior years' Organic Plans for the producer
or handl er requesting recertification. A systemfor "automatic"
followup that will assure pesticide testing of soil or food when
justified by the prior history of an operation is an index of
record keepi ng conpetency.

(7) Procedures relating to the handling of conplaints and
appeal s of adverse determnation by the certifying agency:

The Certifying Agent nust have formal procedures that protect the
rights of petitioners, to enable producers, handlers, inspectors,
and others to submt conplaints or to appeal decisions of the
Certifying Agent. The Certifying Agent nust have conpetency in
enforcing its decisions and adjudicating appeals of its
deci si ons.

The output of the appeal process is a "decision review report.”
The Certifying Agent nust have access to conpetent |egal counsel,
to mnimze its | egal exposure and thus risks to the integrity of
t he organi c program

An i ndex of conpetency is the availability of records docunmenti ng
the results of the appeal s process.

2. QUALI FI CATI ONS OF | NSPECTORS

Certifying agents nust enploy or contract inspectors who
have thorough know edge of, and/or can denonstrate expertise in
the foll ow ng:

(1) Ceneral principles of organic food production, for
crops, livestock or processing/ handling.

(2) Al'l applicable organic food production regul ations,
including audit and | abeling requirenents. (Federal, State)
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(3) Applicable inspections procedures, forns, and policies.
(4) Specific production, handling, or processing and pest
control nethods (both organic and conventional), for product to
be inspected, i.e.:
Li vest ock (speci es)
Processing (type)
Crops (type)
Handl i ng.
(5) Risk assessnent for potential contam nation and
appropriate steps to be taken when contam nation is suspect ed.
(6) Adequate written and oral communication skills.

Requi red expertise may be acquired by work experience in
agriculture (crops/livestock), food processing, or audit-
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i nspection (as applicable), formal education, specific training
courses, or past organic inspection experience & or training.
"Sufficiency" of expertise as regards "qualified inspectors” nust
be determned in relation to the types of operations an inspector
is assigned to inspect. (A processing inspector, famliar only
with fruit and vegetabl e processing, may for exanple, need to
seek additional training, reading, or other exposure to
famliarize her/hinmself with another particular type of food
processing.)

It is the responsibility of an Accredited Certification
organi zation to determ ne that an inspector has both the general
and specific expertise required to adequately observe and report
conpliance wth and devi ati ons from organi c production and
handl i ng nethods in the operations to which s/he is assigned. It
is the responsibility of the inspector to note the need for
additional information or expertise if deened necessary in the
course of an inspection, and to decline an assignnent for which
s/ he | acks necessary expertise, or where sufficient
i nformati on/ protocols are not provided by the certification
agency.

REFER TO. [ TABLE A. 1. Conpetence]

Addi tional requirenents:

7. Accredited Certification organizations nust have on file
affidavits fromall inspectors assuring conpliance with statutory
requi renents regarding confidentiality and conflict of interest.

3. CONTROL OF THE USE OF THE CERTI FI ER S MARK OR
SYMBOL

4. CONTRCL OF THE USDA SHI ELD BY THE CERTI FYI NG
AGENCY

5. COST OF CERTI FI CATI ON
NOTE: An additional section concerning above sections 3, 4, and

5 wll be devel oped by the Accreditation Commttee for
subsequent inclusion into the Final Board Recommendati ons.

B. Transparency: Record-keeping
The basis of transparency is docunentation, maintenance of
records, publication of basic certification information and
appropriate access to information by the public, and to records
by the Secretary, and the certified party as specified bel ow
1. PRODUCER/ HANDLER RECORDS

Recor d- keepi ng required of producers and handl ers that nust be
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avai lable to the Secretary, certification agent, and State
official:

| nf ormati on whi ch nust be outlined and docunented, as
appropriate, by the producer or handl er and reviewed by the
certifier, includes:

(1) Al substances applied to the growi ng and stored
crop, grow ng nedium grow ng area, Sstorage area, irrigation or
post - harvest wash, or seed, while owned by the producer or
handl er, with dates, rates, and nethod of application, and nanme
of applicator. [OFPA Sec. 2112 (d)]

(2) Al substances admi nistered and fed to animals, al
medi cation and drugs, with dates and dosages; and all substances
applied in any area where animals, mlk or animal products are
kept, with dates, rates, and nmethod of application, and nanme of
applicator, while animals are owned by this certified producer or
handl er .

(3) Al substances applied to food, or applied in any
area or container where food is handl ed while under the ownership
of the certified entity who handles the food, with dates, rates,
and nmet hod of application, and nanme of applicator. [COFPA Sec.
2112 (d)]

(4) Al substances used in the handling of food or
applied in any area or container where food is handl ed or stored,
whi | e under the ownership of the certified entity who handl es the
food, with dates, rates, and nethod of application, and nane of
applicator. [OFPA Sec 2112 (d)]

(5) Proof of certification of all products handl ed and
all organic ingredients used for each product |abelled as organic
or "with organic ingredients.” (refer to NOSB PHL Committee
Labeling Draft.)

(6) Sufficient records of all inputs, products handl ed,
and date, source, lot nunber, and quantity; and all sales
(whet her bul k, raw or processed) with date, source |ot nunber,
quantity and recipient/transferee, to enable an auditing or
i nspecting certifier or investigator to reconstruct a "chain of
custody" for all transactions during the period of time in which
the certified entity holds title to the product, whether or not
the product is physically in the possession of the certificant.

On at |l east an annual basis, certifying agencies or their
i nspectors nust conduct at |east one random product comodity
tracki ng that denonstrates the steps of production or
manufacturing prior to the shipnent of that product fromthe
prem ses of that farm or manufacturer.

2. CERTI FI ER RECORDS

a. Records required to be kept by certifier, to be subnitted to
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USDA/ AMS as part of the Accreditation Application and upon
request available to the public [FAO A]

Because verification of information about practices is
crucial to consuner confidence in the organic |abel,
accountability of certifiers is essential. The basic prem se that
"organi c" neans "basic information about this food is
obt ai nabl e,"” extends logically to verification of the organic
claim Thus, "certified organic" nmust nean "basic information
about this certification claimis obtainable."

For this reason USDA will maintain updated records of each
Accredited Certifier's policies and procedures, and wll conpile
a list on quarterly basis of all Accredited Certifiers and
certified parties, which can be made available to the public by
request. The availability of the |ist should be published in the
Federal Register and food trade periodicals.

(1) Organization address, phone #, hours

(2) List of certified parties
(a) Producers, handl ers, processors
(1) Past and present
(1i) Current status of each

(3) Decision docunentation procedures
(4) Decision making structure
(5) Decision maker identities and affiliations

(6) Certification review process
(a) Certification standards and procedures
(b) Review body identities and affiliations

(7) Inspector selection criteria covering both the
conpet ence of inspectors and their assignnent.

(8) Organizational Structure (Articles of Incorporation,
By-1 aws, and organi zational chart.)

(9) Organizational affiliations
(a) Major funding sources
(b) Maj or sharehol ders

(10) Established standard procedures for docunent
request response
(a) Fees for information requested
(expenses, i.e., fax, photocopy, staff tine)
(b) Reasonable turnaround time for "standard" requests
for information.
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(11) Established standard procedures for sanpling and
| aboratory anal yses that pertain to certification.[Sec.
2107 (a) (9)]

b. Public Access to Production and Handling I nformation

One basis prem se of transparency is that basic information
about organic food and how it was produced and processed is
available to the public. That is, accountability in terns of
records and public scrutiny is inplicit in the use of the term
"organic." At the sane tine, confidential business information
of producers and handl ers nust be protected, while consuner
access to information for health related i ssues nust be ensured.

Al'l purchasing and sales records, relating to ingredients,
subst ances applied, or recipes and other proprietary production
informati on are considered to be confidential business-rel ated
i nformati on, which nust be available to the certifier, but also
must be protected from public disclosure under confidentiality
provi sions of OFPA. [Sec 2116 (Qg)]

Any other information contained in records which is not
required to be disclosed, including financial and busi ness
related information, shall be renoved before disclosure.

[ Sec. 2116 (9g)].

NOTE: An additional section concerning public access will be
devel oped by the Accreditation Coommttee for subsequent inclusion
into the Final Board Recommendati ons.

C. Records required to be kept by certifier and avail abl e upon
request to the Secretary or his representative:

The critical determ nants of transparency are clear
articulation of the policies and procedures governing
certification decision-making, as well as open accessibility and
cl ear docunentation of the evidentiary basis upon which a
particular certification decision is based. Transparency is
achi eved by having and follow ng clear witten standards,
procedures and policies; good record-keeping; explaining the
roles and responsibilities of officers, staff, inspectors and
deci si on- maki ng bodi es; responsiveness to legitimate inquiries
and conpl ai nts; nai ntai ning an open, accessible, and responsive
appeal s process; and, by full disclosure and tinely resolution of
potential conflicts of interest.

Di sclosure of the fiscal foundation for a certifying agent's
activities is also essential to achieve transparency. Certifying
agents shoul d, on an ongoi ng basis in an annual report or other
accessi bl e neans, docunent all sources of funds and revenue, the
| evel and purpose of all expenditures, and the relationship
bet ween fee structure, incone, other sources of revenue,
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563 expendi tures, and services rendered.

564 Verification of certification clains through ongoing

565 i ndependent review is the basis of National Accreditation.

566 Certifiers work nust be replicable, docunented, and accessible to
567 review, follow ng consistently adm nistered policies and

568 procedures. Field evaluators, under confidentiality agreenents,
569 designated by the Secretary, shall have access [Sec. 2116 (c)(2)]
570 upon request to any and all records concerning the certifying
571 agent's activities under this chapter, including:

572 (1) Certificant files, including application, organic
573 pl an, inspection fornms and questionnaires, decision

574 docunent ati on.

575 (2) Personnel and policy manual s, organi zati ona

576 chart.

577 (3) Full docunentation of all appeals, conplaints, and
578 trademark or seal violations.

579 (4) Fiscal accounting: breakdowns of inconme and

580 expendi t ures.

581 (5) Inspector, staff and decision maker contracts,

582 i ncluding confidentiality agreenents and di scl osure of

583 affiliations relative to potential conflict of interest. [Sec.
584 2116 (c)(2);(d); Sec. 2107 (a) (9)]

585 (6) Laboratory anal yses, which nust be reported to

586 Secretary if shows any violative residue.

587 (7) Business records relating to conflict of interest

588 provi sions of the National Standards.

589 d. Records required to be routinely available upon request to
590 certificant at reasonable cost for processing of request:

591

592 (1) Inspector contract, as above.

593 (2) Inspection report.

594 (3) Nanmes and affiliations of all decision makers.
595 (4) Results of |aboratory anal yses.

596 3. Maintenance, access and transference of records as
597 requi red under OFPA:

598 a. Producers and handlers are required to keep records of al
599 substances as required above, for five years.

600 [ Sec. 2112 (d)]

601 b. Certifiers are required to keep records as above for ten
602 years. [Sec. 2116 (c)(1)]

603 c. Any certifying agent shall allow access by the Secretary or
604 his representative, or the governing State official, to any and
605 all records concerning the certifying agents activities under

606  this title. [Sec. 2116 (c) (2)]
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d. If any certifying agent is dissolved, suspended or |oses
Accreditation, all certification records or copies of records
concerning certifier activities Accredited under this title shall
be transferred to the Secretary i medi ately upon request, and
made available to the governing State official. Confidentiality
of records nmust be maintained by certifiers even follow ng a

di ssol ution, suspension, or de-accreditation of the certifier.

[ Sec. 2116 (c) (3)]

C. I ndependence: (freedomfromconflict of interest)

Definition: The term"conflict of interest” is defined as
the use by an individual of his or her position for personal
advantage or to the detrinent of the integrity of the Organic
Program Personal advantage includes interest in another
organi zati on by the individual or a nenber of his or her
i medi ate fam|ly (househol d), or recei pt or acceptance of
econom ¢ or non-econom c favors, gifts or benefits of nore than
nom nal val ue accruing to the individual or his or her designee,
other than as part of his or her bona fide conpensation."”

Owners, officers, staff, conmttee nmenbers, board nenbers,
enpl oyees and contractors of Certifying Agents who have a
financial interest in a farmor handling operation certified by
the Certifying Agent, or who otherwise stand to gain financially
froma certification decision, except for receipt of agreed upon
fees for service or for use of a trademark or seal, nust be
isolated fromthose certification decisions in which they have an
interest. Certifying Agents act as agents of the Secretary under
the Organic Program so an individual enployed by a Certifying
Agent represents the Secretary in certification activities.

Recomendati on: The Commttee recomends to the Secretary
that a Certifying Agent nust have witten policies and procedures
regar di ng:

1. the application handling process;

2. disclosure of inspector financial interests and
affiliations;

3. the appeal of inspection results;

4. the certification decision making process;

5. disclosure of financial interests and affiliations
of nmenbers of the decision nmaking body, including
conditions of disqualification fromdecision making;
and

6. the appeal of certification decisions

Furthernore, the Commttee recomends that the Accreditation
Authority itself nmust have a responsive and accessi bl e conpl aint,
appeal and investigation process.
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Part 111:

Procedures for Accreditation (and Qutcones)

The Accreditation Process has three phases:

A. Application;
B. Field Audit and Eval uation; and

C. Peer

acrdtbfr.894
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A.  APPLI CATI ON (Phase |)

1. Subm ssion of Application

To be eligible for reviewwithin the first round of
accreditation, certifying organi zati ons nust submt applications
for accreditation wwthin 90 days of the publication of this
notice. Certification organizations who submt an application
for accreditation within this tine frane will be evaluated in the
first round of Accreditation and may continue to provide
certification services.

Certifying agents will be asked in the application formto
request accreditation in specific program categories:

i. Oganic Production: crops, |livestock and related on-farm
processi ng.

ii. Oganic Food Processing and Handl i ng.

iii. International Trade. (Certifiers who certify operations
out side the USA who wi sh approval fromthe Secretary for
i nport equi val ency to US standards.)

To initiate the accreditation process, a certifying agent
shall submt to the Secretary of Agriculture or his designee, an
application, along with all required nmenoranda, docunentation,
and the applicable fee. Appendix B contains the Application
Form Menorandum of Agreenent, and a description of required
docunent ati on.

The conpl eted application form and acconpanyi ng
docunent ati on shoul d be sent to:
Nat i onal Organi c Standards Program
USDA/ AMS/ TVD
P. OO Box 96456
Washi ngton, D.C. 20090- 6456
Phone inquiries regarding the status of applications should
be directed to: M chael Hankin (202) 205-7806.

In the first round, applications will be reviewed in the
order in which they are received. Existing certifying
organi zations shall be given priority in the processing of
applications and field evaluation. O ganizations which have not
been certifying prior to the beginning date of the application
period should not begin doing so until they have conpl eted Phase
| of the Accreditation Process.

Until conpletion of the first round of accreditation reviews
in response to all properly conpleted applications received from
currently active certifying organi zations, certifying
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organi zati ons may continue certification activities, or initiate
new categories of certification services.

2. Review of Application:

The AMS/ NOP Staff shall review applications for conpl et eness
and any obvi ous deficiencies or problens in a certifying agent's
policies, prograns, procedures, fiscal arrangenents, or in regard
to conflict of interest. |If AMS/NOP staff nakes a prelimnary
determ nation that the certifier's application indicates that the
certifier neets the statutory requirenents and the basic criteria
of i ndependence, transparency and conpetence as outlined in this
regul ation, they shall recommend to the Peer Revi ew Panel that
the "Accreditation Applied For" status be granted.

I f AMS/ NOP staff determnes that the certifier's application
does not neet the requirenents of the OFPA or if there is a need
for further information or clarification of policies and
procedures, the applicant will be notified accordingly.

Notification:

Wthin 60 days of receipt of an application, the AVS Staff
shall respond to the applicant regardi ng whether the application
has been found to be conplete or deficient. Notification shal
explain any deficiencies in the application and its supporting
docunent ati on, and expl ain options for overcom ng deficiencies.
New organi zati ons wi shing to begin certifying, and those who have
been notified of an unsatisfactorily conpleted application, and
have not responded within 60 days of notice, nay not provide
certification services, and nust reapply for Accreditation.

Wthin 60 days of receipt of any additional information
submtted to conplete an application deened inconplete, the
Accreditation Staff shall informthe applicant of any remaining
deficiencies, or acceptance of the application as conplete. If
t he applicant does not respond within 60 days to notice of an
i nconpl ete application, they will have to wait for the next
annual cycle of application and shall not be allowed to continue
or begin certification activities. If the response still does not
fulfill the requirenents of the application, resubm ssion may
conti nue, but Phase | nust be conplete wthin 12 nonths of the
openi ng date for applications in that annual cycle, or further
certification activity will be prohibited.

Cl ose and thorough review of fully conpleted applications is
intended to optimze certifier's successful field evaluation, to
focus field evaluation on nost salient areas of certifiers
operations, and to increase efficiency and effectiveness of tine
spent in field evaluation visits. To this end, the Conmttee
recomends that AMS utilize the existing expertise in Oganic
Certification Program Evaluation to provide in-service training
to AMS/ NOP staff who will be review ng applications.
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To facilitate commerce during the first annual cycle of
Accreditation, The National O ganic Production Programwl|
publish a list of certifiers who have satisfactorily applied for
Accreditation, and are in the "pipeline" for field evaluation and
peer review. This list will be published six nonths follow ng the
openi ng of the application process, and subsequently every six
nont hs.

Fol l owi ng the determ nation of "Application Accepted”
status, the Peer Review Panel nust be consulted on reconmended
assignnment of the field evaluators and priority scheduling of
visits. Upon conpletion of Phase |, and in preparation for the
review process carried out in Phase Il, AMS/ NOP Staff shall
provi de applicants an explanation of the basic steps in the
process and an estimated tine-line for conpletion of various
stages in the review and deci si on-naki ng process.

At this point, for the first round of Accreditation
application, AMS shall publish a list of all certifiers who have
their applications conplete and who are ready for field
eval uati on.

B. FIELD EVALUATI ON AND AUDI T OF AGENCY RECORDS (PHASE I1)

1. Nature and Purpose of Field Eval uation

The purpose of the field evaluation-audit phase of
Accreditation is to verify that each certifying organization is
in fact functioning in a manner consistent wth the requirenents
of the OFPA, the Accreditation Program and the policies and
procedures outlined in their applications. Basic functions such
as record keeping, assignnent and activities of inspectors, and
the content and uses of the organic plan and audit control wll
be checked to assure that certification decisions rest upon an
accept abl e technical foundation. Policies on decision making,
conflict of interest protection and confidentiality wll be
reviewed in the context of actual cases, to determ ne that they
are effectively being foll owed.

2. Design/ Assignnent/ Approval of Eval uation Team

The overall design of the field evaluation will follow the
procedures outlined bel ow. Sone enphasis on certain program or
policy areas may be indicated by the review of the Application,
and these will be considered in the assignnment and bal ance of
particul ar eval uator expertise. Questions of procedure or
application of policies that remain fromthe Application review
shal|l be indicated to the assigned evaluators. The size and
conposition of evaluation review teans wll vary depending on the
scal e and scope of a certifying organization's activities. The
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proposed conposition of Evaluation Teans shall be submtted
routinely for coment to the Peer Review Panel, as well as to the
certifying agent to be visited. AM shall take into account the
suggestions of the Peer Review Panel, and any concerns raised by
certifying agents regarding the ability of an individual review
team menber to carry out an inpartial review The USDA shoul d
seek in its selection to create the nost qualified, appropriate
and unbi ased team possible. Final responsibility for approving
Eval uation Teans shall rest with AM5, with a process for appeal.
Al'l certifiers have the right to inpose confidentiality
conditions on any nenber of the site visit team except insofar
as OFPA requires USDA access to records.

An international organic standards organization that is
recogni zed by the Secretary for purposes of accreditation of
certifying agents may performon-site evaluations in the United
States. Any on-site evaluation perforned by such entity may, at
the discretion of the Secretary, constitute conpliance with the
on-site evaluation requirenent appearing in the Secretary's
donmestic accreditation programprovided that: (1) All witten
reports or docunents produced or resulting fromthe on-site
eval uation by such organi zation shall be provided to the
Secretary; and (2) Such docunents and reports becone part of the
permanent record of the certifying agent held by the Secretary.

The site visit will routinely be schedul ed at the
certification agent's headquarters, and possibly at certain other
field locations. |In cases where a certifying organization
carries out its activities through nmultiple chapters in several
| ocations, AMS/NOP, in consultation with the Peer Revi ew Panel
shal | deci de how many additional field locations, if any, wll be
visited and evaluated in order to gain an accurate appraisal of
the certifying agent's prograns and policies followed across al
| ocations or chapters. The key factor governi ng whet her
| ocations in addition to headquarters will need to be visited,
and possibly accredited separately, is the |locus of final
deci si on maki ng, permanent record storage, oversight and audit
control. If chapters are conpletely autononous in making and
reviewmng the final certification decisions, and are issuing
certifications, they should require separate field visits.

3. Content of Site Visit

a. Formal neeting to introduce eval uators and
staff, and to review procedures to be foll owed.

b. Random sanple of certification files pulled for
review, with case-file review formto be conpl eted.

c. Review of witten policies and procedures, with
guestions for staff relative to actual inplenmentation of these.
Do staff functions appear to be well defined, understood, and
carried out effectively?

d. Review of decision naking process, conposition of
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e. Review of conplaints and appeal s cases, at
di scretion of evaluation team

f. Review of residue testing procedures and
fi ndi ngs.

g. Review of certifier's production audit systens,
if applicable. If certifier does not maintain a transaction-audit
system of certified product, what nethods do they use to insure
that such systens are practiced effectively by their
certificants?

h. Revi ew of inspector qualifications and
assi gnnents.

i. Optional field visits of certificants: (NOSB
shal |l devel op further recomendations).

]. Interviews by phone of parties relevant to
certification decisions when warranted.

k. Conpl etion of Evaluation Scoring Form
including all areas |isted above, as well as conpliance wth OFPA
re: conflict of interest, confidentiality, use of seal,
reasonabl e fees, appeals and conpl aints and
i nvesti gation/ enforcenent.

. Exit Interview A summary of the Team s finding
shal |l be presented verbally to the Certification Director at the
conclusion of the Team's visit.

4. Access to Records

In carrying out field evaluations, individuals acting on
behal f of the Accreditation Programshall be granted the ful
rights of access to information accorded the Secretary in the
statute. Evaluators who are contracted by the USDA for this
pur pose shall sign non-discl osure agreenents assuring protection
of confidential information.

Inability or unwillingness to provide requested
docunent ati on, records, statenents of policy, resunmes of staff or
menbers of governing bodies, or financial disclosure forns shal
be grounds for denial or suspension of accreditation.

The certifying agent shall be prepared, upon request, to
provi de copi es of selected docunents and records to Eval uation
Team nmenbers, although nost basic docunents shall already have
been provided as part of the application. Such requests nmay
i ncl ude basic procedures and policy nanuals, a |limted nunber of
case file records, resunes of personnel, and fiscal records, and
any other supporting material which may aid in the eval uation.

5. Eval uation Report

The Evaluation Teamis field visit(s) shall be summarized in
a witten report conpl eted, under all but exceptional
ci rcunstances, wthin 30 cal endar days of the visit. An outline
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of the Teams findings shall have been presented verbally at the
conclusion of the Site Visit (Exit Interview, step |. above.)
The report nust be signed by all nenbers of the review team any
of which are free to add personal observations or additions to
the report, which may include objections or differing views
relative to certain conclusions or sections of the report. A
copy of the field evaluation report, as submtted to AMS, shal
be provided to the certifying agent, who shall have 14 days to
clarify or correct factual matters addressed in the report, or
provide further clarification or docunentation of program
elenments identified in the report as a possible basis for a
decision to deny accreditation.

6. Role of Peer Eval uators

A peer evaluator will be selected fromeach certification
group being accredited that wi shes to exchange volunteer tinme for
this purpose with other certification groups. Selection nust be
based on the qualifications outlined in Sec. A2. (bel ow) and who
is nost famliar wwth the day to day operations of certification,
and qualified to assist in the assessnent of other certification
program s managenent. These individuals will conprise an
eval uator pool from which the selection of nenbers for each
review team can be nmade to create a bal ance of expertise and
experience which reflects the size and type of program being
evaluated. 1In the case of very small prograns it may be
determ ned that only one evaluator is required for the field
visit. In conposing each review teamfromthe pool of qualified
peer evaluators, AMS shall strive to create a bal ance of
expertise in keeping with the size and conplexity of the
certifying operation. State certification prograns shall have
their evaluations include a peer-certifier fromanother state
program as private certifiers shall have their evaluation team
i nclude another private certifier. Al those in the pool wll be
required to attend a Training and Orientation session before
doing any site visits. Evaluators nmay be conpensated for trave
and per diem expenses to attend a training session.

7. CQualifications of Eval uators

Eval uators, both USDA personnel and peer eval uators,
assigned to do field audits of Certification O ganizations
seeki ng Accreditation under the O F.P. A should:

1) Have conplete famliarity with policies and procedures of
Organic Certification program managenent: application, inspection
and deci si on maki ng, and required record-keeping. Shall have
received orientation in risk assessnent in relation to
certification program managenent.
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2) Have: a) denonstrable expertise in agricultural cropping
and livestock systens predonminately certified by the certifier to
whi ch they are assigned, or

b) denonstrabl e expertise in food technol ogy and
i nspection, or

c) have denonstrable experience in quality systens
managenent, audit-inspection, or pesticide-food safety
enf or cenment .

3) Be famliar wth all requirenents of the OF. P. A, and
ensuing U S.D. A regul ations.

4) Have denonstrated both witten and oral comrunication
skills.

5) Submt three letters of recommendati on verifying
expertise and rel evant experience.

6) Submt notarized affidavits ensuring conpliance with al
Federal requirenents regarding confidentiality and conflict of
interest, for each assigned eval uation.

Preference will be given to those with past experience as
certification inspectors.

C. PEER REVI EW AND RECOVVENDED OQUTCOME (PHASE 111)

1. Background commentary

Under the Organi c Foods Production Act of 1990, any person
or State government can apply to be an agent of the Departnent of
Agriculture for the purpose of certifying a farmor handling
operation in accordance with the Act. Only food products
produced on a USDA certified farm and handl ed by a USDA certified
organi ¢ handling operation can sell or |abel their food products
"organically produced" or "organic."” Oganic handling operations
are defined as operations that receive or otherw se acquire
organic agricultural products, and process, package, or store
such products. Under the USDA' s National Organic Production
Program consuners of food | abel ed "organic" are guaranteed by
the USDA they are purchasing food products rai sed and handl ed
according to the standards set forth in the Act.

Because the USDA Accredited Organic Certifying Agents are
the critical element in legitimzing the organic label claim to
be an accredited certifying agent, an application nust be made to
the USDA, and verified through on-site field evaluation. both
the application and the field assessnent then go to a Peer Review
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Panel appointed to assist the secretary in evaluating the
performance of certifiers.

The specification of a Peer Review Panel in the Act, the
hi story of the US organic novenent, and the use of quality
managenent systens nodels (which certification prograns resenble
and which are required for international trade) argue for a
community or stakeholder role in assuring consuners that organic
farmers and handlers are neeting the quality standards indicated
by the "organic" |abel.

2. Functions, Responsibilities, and Operation of the
St akehol der - Peer Revi ew Panel may i ncl ude:

a). advise (oversight) of screening of applications,
b). recommendations for site evaluators and eval uati ons,

c). reviews the Field Evaluation Report, Application Screening
Report, and ot her docunentation. (M ght include conplaint or
appeal s information, other evaluation reports, references.)

d). conpl etes Scoring Docunent

e). recomends to Secretary as to approval (with time frame for
re-eval uation, renewal shorter or |onger) or denial,

f). oversee fairness of process,

g). make recommendati ons to NOSB and USDA on how to inprove or
adj ust the program

This panel will conduct routine operational/ adm nistrative
activities by conference calls and by mail. In person neetings to
make reconmmendations wll be scheduled to coincide with
accreditation cycles. The | ocations of these neetings wll be
determ ned by the panel. Panel nenbers, exclusive of the USDA
menber, shall serve w thout conpensation. Travel costs will be
rei mbur sed.

3. Qualifications, Conposition and Size of the
Peer Revi ew Pane

The Secretary shall establish a Peer Review Panel that
provides inpartiality and representation of all sectors of the
organic community. Individuals to be considered nust have a
hi story of participation and experience in a certification
program process. Key qualifying conponents of this experience
i nclude serving on a certification commttee, advisor to a
certification board or program or as a certification inspector,
as well as having expertise in organic farm ng and handling.
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The ni ne Peer Revi ew Panel nenbers should represent five
key sectors of the organic community, as follows:

certified organic farnmer - 3

certified organic handl er/processor - 2 total (1 each)
organic certification agents - 2 total (1 each froma
state and a private agent)

a consuner/public interest group representative - 2
USDA representative - 1

NOSB representative (ex-officio) - 1.

ook whkE

Each of the four geographical regions (as defined under the
USDA- Sust ai nabl e Agricul ture Research and Education program
shoul d have at | east two voting nenbers on the Panel.

Al l Peer Review Panel nenber nust have required experience
and shoul d be trained on all aspects of the USA/ NOPP Organic
Accreditation Program

Concl usi on: A Peer Review Panel w th nenber representation
fromthe entire organic community, working in conjunction with
the Secretary of Agriculture enbodies a denocratic quality
managenent system consistent with certification review practices
used historically in the United States. It will further the
ongoi ng i nvol venent of grassroots organi zations and consuners in
a productive, efficient and effective partnership wth USDA.

Such a quality systemfor organic certifying agent
accreditation offers consuners, regulators, and tradi ng partners
t he assurance that "organic" food will consistently neet US
nati onal "organic" standards.

Note: In keeping with international guidelines for standard
setting organi zations, no individual acting as a Peer Eval uator
or menber of an Accreditation Field Evaluation Team shall also
participate on the Review Panel. Menbers of the Review Panel may
be asked to assist in the Application Screening/ Review process,
prior to Field Evaluation. Essentially, evaluation nust be an

i ndependent and discrete function.

PART |V. OITHER PROCEDURES

A. Determ nation of I ndemification process and costs

"I ndemmi fication" neans that the private certifiers mnust
extend their General Liability Insurance to add a cl ause nam ng
the Secretary of the U S.D. A as an "additional insured." Typical
cost for this estimated at 2-5% of prem umcost. (Il ndemification
IS not a "surety bond" procedure.)
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B. Adm nistrative Appeals and Conpl aints Process

A fair and effective appeals systemis essential to the
success and integrity of the "National O ganic Production
Progrant and to the accreditation process. |Independence and
objectivity being of prine inportance, the NOSB nmakes the
foll ow ng reconmendations to the Secretary:

1. Any person adversely affected by a National Organic Production
Program acti on or decision nust be given the opportunity to
appeal that determnation. The Secretary nust, in all cases, have
final decision making authority in the admnistrative review
process.

2. In the interest of fairness, the National Oganic

Accredi tati on Program appeal s nust be conducted by i ndependent
hearing officers who are not responsible for the inplenentation
and adm nistration of the National Organic Production Program
Because AMS is responsible for this program the use of hearing
of ficers who or enployed or under the authority or control of

AMS, presents a problemof conflict of interest. To protect the
integrity of the appeals process, and to ensure fairness of these
determ nations, this board reconmmends that an independent USDA
Appeal s Division be utilized or established to conduct the
appeal s revi ew process, and to nmake final appeals decisions. This
board further recomrends that the National Organic Production
Program appeal s be adm ni stered by the National Appeals D vision
that is being proposed in the current USDA reorgani zation plan as
called for in HR 3171, Sec.4. This recommendation is not nmeant to
inply the establishnment of a separate USDA Appeal s Division
solely for organics, but to strongly reconmend the necessity for
an i ndependent review process and for organics to be included in
t he new USDA i ndependent appeal division

3. To ensure an "expedited" appeals process [ OFPA, Sec 6520 (a)]
and because food products are seasonal and sone are highly

peri shabl e, organic farners, handlers, processors and certifiers
must be given the opportunity to correct any adverse decision by
the National Organic Accreditation Program so that they can carry
out their business activities and avoid undue econom c | osses due
to the inability to market their products.

4. 1t is essential that all persons adversely affected by the
Nati onal Organic Accreditation Programbe notified, in a tinely
manner, that they have appeal rights. Therefore, the NOSB
recommends mandatory procedures be established that shall require
all National Organic Accreditation Program decisions to be made
inwiting, including witten explanation of the basis for the
decision and a tinely witten notice of appeal rights and
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5. To ensure that this appeals systemis end-user friendly and

t hat know edge of appeals rights are readily avail able and sinple
to understand, the NOSB recomrends that at the accreditation and
certification application stages that appeals infornmational
brochures be mandatorily provided to such persons. This

i nformati onal brochure nust include in easy to understand

| anguage the follow ng: Their appeals rights, procedures, tine
lines for due process and all key phone nunbers, personnel and
addresses necessary to "expedite" these rights, if and when
necessary.

6. Furthernore it is the intent of the NOSB to be systematically
apprised of the appeals process functioning, on a quarterly
basis. This information should include: nunber of appeals, and
out cone, kinds of appeals, and any problens arising fromthis
process that may need new or revised recommendati ons to USDA for
ensuring this independent and expedited appeal s process.

C. Costs of Accreditation

Recogni zing that there wll be substantial start-up costs to
i npl ement the USDA Accreditation Program that revenues from
certification fees will be substantially higher after handlers
not now certified have applied; and that costs of the first year
of accreditation wll exceed successive years; and, because the
COFPA is a consuner protection law and is intended as well to
support and encourage environnentally sound agricul tural
practices and because additional costs to organic producers wll
be perceived as disincentives; the Board sees the use of
appropriated funds as justified, and therefore recommends that
the first round of accreditation be paid for through a direct
appropriation of federal funds. Furthernore, the Board
recomends that (1) fees charged to certifiers not exceed the
ongoi ng costs of adm nistering Accreditation after the first
round and that fees collected be used exclusively for that
pur pose; and (2) the ongoing program adm ni stration costs above
the cost of Accreditation be paid for through direct appropriated
f unds.

D. Suspension or term nation of accreditation

NOTE: An additional section concerning this subject will be
devel oped by the Accreditation Commttee for subsequent inclusion
into the Final Board Recommendati ons.
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Part V. APPEND CES

Cont ent s:
A. dossary
B. Application
Part 1. Basic Information
Part 2. Menorandum of Agreenent
Part 3. Questionnaire: Policies and Procedures
Part 4. Required Docunents
C. Oher forns
Application screening report
Notification
Field eval uation report
Peer review board scoring docunent and nenp
| ndemrmi fication of Secretary (Bond)

APPENDI X A

GLOSSARY (to be devel oped)

APPENDI X B

APPLI CATI ON FOR ACCREDI TATI ON

Submtted to:
The United States Departnent of Agriculture
for the
USDA Organic Certification Accreditation Program

Please fill out all sections and answer all questions.
Before answering questions in this application, please study
carefully the content of the Federal Register Notice: " Standards

and Procedures Governing Accreditation of Oganic Certification
Organi zations. "
This application contains four sections:

Basi c I nformation

Menor andum of Agreenent (Statenent of Intent)
Questionnaire (Program policies and Procedures)
Checkl i st of Required Docunentation

o e

Pl ease send the conpleted application and all acconpanying
materials to:
Nat i onal Organi c Standards Program
USDA/ AMS/ TND
Room 2510 - S
P. O, Box 96456
Washi ngton, D.C. 20090- 6456

Phone inquiries regarding the status of applications should be
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directed to: Mchael Hankin (202) 205-7806.
Application for Accreditation

Part 1. Basic Information

1. Nanme of Organization; contact person for inquiries regarding
this application; phone/fax nunbers; headquarters address

2. Organi zation Type: state or private.

2. A. Describe your legal status. Do you have chapters/field
offices -- what do they do, what policies and procedures do they
follow, and how do services offered differ across chapters/offices
and headquarters?

2.B. Please describe the relationship of your governing body
to the body which nmakes certification decisions.

3. How I ong have you offered organic certification services?
Pl ease describe briefly the history of your organization or
program

4. Please list the nane, title, address, and phone/fax of your
organi zati ons chief staff officer, chairperson or head of your
board or governing body, and the individual responsible for
fiscal managenent.

(Attachnent)

5. PLEASE CHECK THE CATEGORI ES OF CERTI FI CATI ON FOR WHI CH YOQU ARE
APPLYI NG FOR ACCREDI TATION, and list the current nunber of
certificate holders and/or |icensees and estinmated annual sal es of
certified product:
Nunber Vol ume
of certificants

Crops and/or |ivestock

Processi ng and handl i ng

Foreign certifications
of certificants who inport to US
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6. |If conducting certifications of the production and/or handling
of organic products inported into the United States, please
conplete the foll ow ng sections (a.-e.) bel ow

a. List the foreign countries within which you presently conduct
certification services, and indicate those fromwhich products are
inported into the U S

b. List those countries other than the United States to which
products bearing the seal of your agency are exported.

c. Explain cases where the application of agency policies,
procedures, and standards differ from those applied within the
United States.

d. Describe the neasures controlling the issuance of certificates
to producers and/or handlers in foreign countries that ate
i npl emrented by your agency. Please cite how these neasures differ
from those enployed to ensure the integrity of products produced
and/ or handled within the U S

e. List the records pertaining to the certification of producers
and/ or handlers located in foreign countries that are accessible
and on file at the U S. agency office.

7. Ceographic area(s) of current certification activity (states
and ot her countries.)

8. Areas of certification conpetence (specific types of producers
and or handl ers for which you have specific standards and i nspector
expertise.)
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Part 2. VEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

NAVE OF CERTI FYI NG AGENT

The follow ng signatories, being duly authorized to represent
t he above referenced organic certification agency, hereby confirm
according to the best of their know edge, full and ongoing
conpliance with requirenents of the Organic Food Production Act,
1990, National Organic Production Standards, and Standards and
Procedures Governing the Accreditation of Organic Certification and
the accuracy of information provided in this Accreditation
Appl i cati on. Further, said signatories hereby assune full
responsibility for submtting or providing access to the
Secretary, or his designee, to supporting docunentation as may be
required. [8 2116(d), (e) & (i): "Agreenent;" "Private certifying
agent agreenent;" &' Adm nistrator"]

Further it is agreed that the private entity signatories shall
hold the Secretary harm ess for any failure on the part of said
agent to carry out the provisions of the OFPA 1990.

Si gned:
Dat e:
(Name, title)

Not ary Public
Nane:

Nunber :

Dat e:

Pl ace:
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Part 3. QUESTI ONNAI RE
Description of Program Policies and Procedures

Pl ease answer all questions in the space provided, sunmari zi ng
information, policies, and procedures described in nore detail in
your attachnents.

VERY | MPORTANT -- After your summary response to each
guestion, please provide clear and explicit directions regarding
where the full explanation/docunentation is |ocated in the various
attachnents.

ORGANI C PRODUCTI ON STANDARDS

The purpose of this section is to provide information needed
to evaluate the basic equival ency of your procedures with the OFPA
provi si ons governing the content and use of organic plans.

I. Do you require a three-year history of nanagenent w thout
prohi bited substances for all farns certified? yes__ no

2. Do you have provisions and policies to insure that organic

integrity is maintained in "mxed" (organic/ conventional)
operations? yes__ no__
3. Do you require annual on-site inspection? yes__ no__

4. Do you have a published list of approved/prohibited inputs?
yes no

5. Do you have standards for:
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organi c farm and handling pl ans yes no

soil fertility managenent yes__ no__
manur e managenent yes__  no__
seeds and transplants yes__ no__
wi | d crops yes__ no__
i vest ock yes__  no__

6. Do you have standards for organic food processing and handling?

yes__  no__

7. WIIl your standards, fiscal policies or practices prohibit your

organi zation fromrecogni zing certifications by other organi zations

accredited under the OFPA? yes__ no__
POLI CI ES AND PROCEDURES

Seal or Trademark

1. Please describe your trademark or seal, and the policies
governing its use.

2. What are the financial consequences, if any, and policies
governing use of your seal or trademark? (By "consequences", we
mean any obligation to exchange funds, or incur a financial
obligation of any sort).

St af f
1. Describe your policy regarding inspector qualifications, train-
ing, and assignnments. \Wat do you ask inspectors to do? How are

t hey paid? Who selects and assigns themto specific cases?
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2. Describe your policies to guard against conflict of interest
anong i nspectors, staff, officers, conmttee nenbers and clients.

3. Does your organi zation perform consulting or advisory services?
Are these agricultural, marketing or |egal services?

If so, do you have witten procedures with respect to the
separation of certifying functions and consulting functions? How do
you insulate the certifying function?

By procedure
By organi zational function

Confidentiality and Access to Records

1. Describe the policies and procedures you have used, or will use

to assure confidentially of records on individual clients.

2. Describe how you handle requests for information on a client
from anot her certifying organi zation, froma nenber of the public,
froma prospective buyer.

Fi nances
Explain how your program is financed, wth references to an
attachnment which provides an accounting for your |ast fiscal year.

(i.e., audited annual report, financial statenent, |IRS report,
State govt audit)
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Appeal s and Conpl ai nts

1. Describe your appeals processes and policies.

Pol i cy Changes

1. Describe the process you use, and who nekes decisions relative
to changes in:

+ St andar ds

+ Program nmanagenent

+ Deci si on-nmaki ng authority

+ Job descri ptions

+ Fiscal matters

+ Actions recogni zed by applicant as essential to attain

accreditation
Part 4. Additional Docunentation Required

1. Citeria for certification (Standards) (Wat you send to a
potential client who seeks information on the services you offer.)*

2. Mnimum information required from producers or processors
regardi ng growi ng or handling practices (Application/Oganic Plan
Questionnaire) and nethods for verifying that information.

3. Procedures for inspection, including frequency instructions

given to inspectors, and what |nspection Report nust cover.*
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1337 4. Qualifications of and training requirenents for all inspectors.*
1338 5. List of key staff. officers, shareholders, commttees, approved
1339 i nspectors and persons wth decision nmaking authority, for chapters

1340 as well as main office.*

1341 6. Program and personnel policy manual, including decision making
1342 pr ocedur es.

1343 7. Articles of incorporation or state |law charter.

1344 8. Organi zational chart.

1345 9. Latest annual report or its equivalent.

1346 10. Procedures for soil and tissue sanpling and anal ysis.

1347 11. List of currently certified clients.?*

1348 *Changes or updates in * itenms nust be revised and reported

1349 annual |y to USDA.

1350 APPENDI X C

1351 OTHER FORMS (to be desi gned)
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